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5 YEAR PLAN UPDATE 

The planning team members 
of Bering Straits Native Corpora­
tion met in Chena Hot Springs July 

28 and 29 to discuss and update 
the 5-year plan adopted · by the 
board of directors in November of 
1980. A copy of the 5-year plan was 
included in your proxy packet with 
the 1980 Annual Report. 

The two day session was a 
very challenging one due to a 
heavy work load faced by the team 
members. The results of the 
meeting were that several objec­
tives were changed, several were 
added and one was embellished. 

The new objectives are as 
follows: 

Objective 13: Capital Cor­
poration Closeout. 

Objective 14: Information 
and Data Service Business. 

Objective 15: Procure Fund­
ing for Regional Development Pro­
grams. 

The objectives that were 
changed are as follows: 

Objective 8: was changed 
from using ANB holdings to ac­
quire a strong position in directing 
the affairs of the bank to selling off 
the bank stock to reduce a 
negative cash flow. 

Objective 3: which had to do 
with the management of the real 
property held by the corporation 
was changed to package the real 
property for sale. 

Objective 10: was embell­
ished to give a clearer picture as to 
exactly what steps would be taken 
to achieve the objective of ensur-
cont1nued on back page: 
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HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS 

The Board of Directors 
and the Staff of BSNC 

wish you and yours 
a very healthful and happy 

holiday season. 

SHAREHOLDER 

QUESTIONS 

If you are a shareholder of 
BSNC and have a question relating 
to "shareholder matters," i.e., will 
forms, change of name, change of 
address, disbursement checks, in­
heritance, etc, BSNC would like to 
inform you that all shareholder 
records have been moved from the 
Anchorage office to the Nome of­
fice and are under the direction of 
Helen Bell, Stockholder Registrar, 
and her assistant, Loretta Ann 
Willoya. Please address your ques­
tions to: 

Stockholder Records 
Bering Straits Native 

Corporation 
P.O. Box 1008 

Nome, Alaska 99762 

If your question is of an urgent 
nature, you can reach Helen by 
phone at (907) 443-5252. (No 
collect phone calls please!) 

* * * 

December, 1981 

DEVELOPMENT 

IN THE REGION 

Although mineral exploration 
in the region is increasing and 
although considerable growth in 
offshore oil and gas activity is for­
casted, the State of Alaska Depart­
ment of Transportation and Public 
Facilities currently plays the 
largest role in development within 
the region. 

This summer they awarded 
the bids for two airport projects: 
construction of an airport at the 
new village site of Shaktoolik 
began this summer and will be 
completed next year, and work was 
started this fall on clearing trees 
for a realigned runway at White 
Mountain also to be completed 
next year. Another contract was 
let this year to upgrade Unalakleet 
City streets. 

In addition to these projects, 
the Local Service Roads and Trails 
section has completed repair of 
the airport road in Shishmaref and 
a side walk project in Brevig, and 
will be working with several 
villages this winter to erect shelter 
cabins along winter trails in the 
region. 

Construction projects 
scheduled for next summer in­
clude: a realignment and upgrade 
of a portion of the Nome - Council 
Road, the Woolley Lagoon Road, 
the Nome-Teller Road, the 
Kougavok Road and the Glacier 
Creek Road, and construction of a 
road to Pilgrim Hot Springs. Plans 
in the near future call for construc­
tion of a new airport in Shishmaref; 
extension of the airport in Koyuk; 
and construction of a road bet­
ween St. Michael and Stebbins. 



PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Do you have a question that 

you would like Charles Johnson, 
President of BSNC, to answer? The 
"President's Corner" is a new sec-• 
tion of the BSNC Newsletter with 
this issue. The President's Corner 
offers you the opportunity to ask. 
the President questions pertaining 
to the corporation. While the in­
tent of this section is to answer 
questions from share­
holders, space in this newsletter 
will allow only for representative 
questions (questions repeatedly 
asked) to be answered. Please ad­
dress your questions to: 

President's Corner 
Bering Straits Native 

Corporation 
P. 0. Box 1008 

Nome, Alaska 99762 

• • • 
1991 

AND WHAT IT MEANS TO US 
by Charles H. Johnson 

I have been partic ipating with 
leaders from other regions in 
discussions on planning for 1991 
and what that date means to us as 
Native people and as village and 
regional corporations. In 1991 the 
Native corporations must cancel 
the existing stock and issue new 
stock to their shareholders. This 
new stock may be purchased by 
anyone, Native or non-Native. The 
lands and other assets of the 
Native corporations will also 
become taxable at that time. 

One thing is clear, nowhere 
else in the world can control of so 
much land and resources be 
bought as cheaply if a few Natives 
sell their shares. As you can see, 
the possibility of losing our land is 
very real in 1991. The buyers won't 
have to buy the land, it will be 
much cheaper and easier to buy 
stock from shareholders that need 
or want money. 

There are solutions to our pro­
blem, steps that we must take 
soon if we are to protect our land 
and keep it in Native hands. Sec­
tion 1401 of the D-2 bill amends the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act to read that the Native corpor-

ations may deny non-Natives the 
right to vote and may grant to the 
corporation and the shareholder's 
immediate family, on reasonable 
terms, the first right to purchase 
the shareholder's stock, provided 
that before December 18, 1991, the 
corporation, by a majority vote of 
the shareholders, amends its ar­
ticles of incorporation to reflect 
these changes. 

This amendment in the D-2 bill 
is an attempt to ensure that the 
Native corporations will remain in 
Native hands. One village corpora­
tion, Council, has already made the 
needed amendments to its articles 
of incorporation. 

But what about those corpora­
tions that won't have the money to 
buy their shareholders shares 
when they come up for sale? An 
example is one village which 
started a dangerous practice that 
probably poses the greatest threat 
to the continued existence of 
village corporations and the 
Region. That practice was to begin 
liquidating the village corporation 
by passing out cash to the 
shareholders, thus reducing the 
value of the corporat ion wh ile also 
reducing available cash for stock 
purchases as they become 
available after 1991. The problem 
with this practice is that the cash 
soon runs out and the 
shareholders may begin to look at 
the village corporation as a pool to 
suck dry for their immediate 
needs. Soon there will be little left 
to protect the land, let alone to 
create an economy to provide jobs 
in the villages. 

We have just begun our village 
viability program, the thrust of 
which is to provide an economy 
through planning for the villages. 
It will consist of three parts: first 
-fiscal management, accounting 
and bookkeeping; second - land 
management; and third - long­
range planning. 

These programs will work only 
if the vi I lage corporations par­
ticipate, (all of them have indicated 
that they will). Also, they all must 
have most of their capital intact if 
they are going to control the 
economy of their villages. We are 

looking for ways to take advantage 
of impending oil and mineral 
development within our region. 
This will be a perfect economic op­
portunity for the vi I I age corpora­
tions if it is done properly. 

One thing is certain, those 
village corporations that have 
dissipated their capital through 
cash distributions will not be well 
situated either to participate in 
development or to protect their 
land from being taken over. 

The question remains how to 
satisfy the needs of our people 
who have been on our land the 
longest, our elders. Sitnasuak has 
started to address this question by 
starting a program to work with the 
elders in Nome. All villages would 
do well to follow that lead. It is in­
cumbent upon each village cor­
poration to come up with such 
ideas or programs to meet the 
needs of its shareholders without 
jeopardizing the corporation and 
the land. 

Our land was literally won for 
us by generations of our ancestors 
who lived under conditions that 
few of us could tolerate. It would 
be tragic if one shortsighted 
generation should lose if for eterni­
ty. 

I have worked with Indian 
tribes in the " lower 48" who opted 
to sell their land. Each of these 
tribes was working to get their land 
back at any cost. In every case it 
was clear that the poorest reserva­
tion tribe was better off than those 
who had sold out. . . no matter how 
much money they got. 

We al I know how fast money 
can go. The prime mission of our 
corporation is to be the economic 
vehicle of our people to obtain self­
determ i nation. In order to do so we 
must retain our land and keep all of 
our village corporations and the 
region healthy and prosperous. 

Note: The term shareholder and 
stockholder mean the 
same thing and are used 
interchangeably through­
out this newsletter. 



HAVE YOU MOVED? 

The following is a list of insufficient addresses for BSNC shareholders. If you find your name on this 
list, it means that the last piece of mail BSNC tried to send to you was returned by the U.S. Post Office 
marked "Not deliverable as addressed." Please contact Helen Bell, Stockholder Registrar, at the Nome of­
fice (907) 443-5252 (no collect calls please) and give her your correct mailing address. 

Achayok, Charles Jr. 
Adams, Martha 
Anderson, Owen Patrick 
Atluk, Frank Yumik 
Beaver, Ebba Arlene 
Beylund, Adelard Troyson 
Binford, Patrick Ollana 
Blanchford, Hilda A. 
Bogan, Dennis Neil 
Bogojavlensky, Sergei 
Brown, Phillip Thomas 
Buchanan, Bruce Malcolm 
Buck, Mary 
Charles, Michael Duane 
Cockett, Elizabeth Jo 
Coffey, Margaret Jane 
Cowger, Virgil 
Cox, Lester Young 
Craun, Robert A. 
Desarro, Viola M. 
Dirks, Frances A. 
Dotomain, Roseanne Ruth 
Douglas, Isabelle Shirley 
Drury, Sabina 
Duley, James Patrick 
Eisenhour, Meta Mae 
Evan, Clara Rose 
Fierro, Robert R. 
Figurski, Margaret M. 
Franzen, Alvin L. 
Greene, Deborah Marie 
Grochoski, Lillian M. 
Gustafson, Emma Daphne Chris 
Haas, Lorraine M. 
Hanaka, Jacob Ronald 
Helton, Doris 
Hengten, Brian Keith 
Herman, Thomas Siksik 
Hudson, James R. 

Hull, Edna Gloria 
Hunter, Barbara Joan 
lyatunguk, William Levy 
Jack, Vitas 
Jackson, Edward Peter 
Jager, Christalina F. J. 
Jemewouk, Donald Fred 
Jones, Rose Marie 
Kalik, Joseph Rodney 
Kaloke, Alfred Thomas 
Kane, Margaret L. 
Kasgnoc, Tommy Martin 
Kenworthy, Stanley 
Koonooka, Marjorie 
Koweluk, Patricia M. 
Kruse, Vicki Lynn 
Kunnuk, Catherine 
Kunnuk, William John 
Kunuluk, Mabel Ann 
Lant, Harold S. 
Lee, Carolyn M. 
Lee, John R. 
Lee, Thomas Franklin 
Lupson, Lorraine 
Mayac, Earl Aissona 
Mayac, Thomas K. 
McConnell, Gary Paul 
McGuire, Ronald 
Melland, Douglas Jr. 
Melland, Douglas W. Sr. 
Miller, Gertrude 
Morgan, Bridget Anatook 
Nogozruk, Barbara Florence 
Nagozruk, Floyd Ootuk 
Octuk, Thomas Keel ick Sr. 
Oquillock, Paralee R. 
Oquilluk, Freida 
Otten, Moses Sr. 
Otton, Wallace Harold 

Oxereok, Frank K. Jr. 
Paneok, Kenneth Ralph 
Payenna, Michael Francis 
Payenna, Vincent 
Penatac, Edward Jr. 
Peterson, Roberta Marie 
Rader, Frances Marie 
Rich, Toni S. 
Riley, Anna Agnes 
Roberts, Alden 
Rogers, Gladys K. 
Rukovishnikoff, Florence 
Sampson, Emma Rhoda 
Savok, Rhoda Jeanne 
Scott, Sarah 
Seetot, Justine Joy 
Silook, Rosalie 
Simon, Michael Rodney 
Soxie, Janet Adeline 
Steckdaub, Cynthia Marie 
Steckdaub, Donny N. 
Steckdaub, Michael Ernest 
Takak, Peter Carl Jr. 
Thomas, Robert Joseph 
Tigmeac, Charles John 
Tocktoo, Darlene 
Tocktoo, Frederick 
Tocktoo, Russell Roddy 
Tootkaylok, Katheryn Irene 
Totkaylok, Robert Allen 
Topkok, Andrew A. 
Topkok, Helen E. 
Trigg, Jacquelyn Lorraine 
Walunga, Kenneth lmiyuh 
White, Meta Movae 
Williams, Lorraine R. A. 
Willoya, Burnice )...ugustine 
Young, Rose Arlene 

THE ESKIMO TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM 

The Eskimo Teacher Education Program, administered by Kawerak, Inc. is currently recruiting new students. The 
Eskimo Teacher Education Program, is a pilot project whose goal is to have forty degreed Alaska Natives 
teaching in the Bering Straits/Norton Sound villages. The University of Alaska, Fairbanks and Northwest Com­
munity College, Nome offer degrees in Education; and upon successful completion of courses, E.T.E.P. students 
would receive degrees from these colleges. E.T.E.P. provides services including teaching, tutoring, financial 
assistance and counseling to students. At this time we travel to seven villages bi-monthly. We work only with 
students working on degrees in Education but may soon add another degree program. If you're interested in a 
college degree in Education and are an Alaskan Native you should contact: 

Eskimo Teacher Education Program • Kawerak, Inc. • Box 948 • Nome Alaska 99762 • 443-5231 Ext. 40 



BSNC STAFF CHANGES 

Loretta Ann Willoya: The Nome of• 

fice welcomes Loretta who has 

joined the staff as Assistant 
Stockholder Registrar. Loretta 

worked in the Nome office last 
year as a file clerk and has just 
recently graduated from Nome 
Beltz High School. 

Josie Reader: The Nome office 

said its farewells to Josie who left 

Bering Straits after eight years to 
have a baby. Amy Frances was 
born on November 1st and 

weighed 6 pounds, 12 ounces. 
Congratulations, Josie! 

Dan Fondell: Dan, who has been 

the BSNC Land Manager for the 

past year, has been moving into a 
new position which can best be 
defined as setting up a village 
management program to help the 

villages in fiscal, land management 
and long-range economic plan­
ning. He retains his old duties 
while taking on the new. In the in· 
terim, BSNC is looking for a fiscal 
manager to join the village 

management team and is also 
recruiting for a land manager to be 
trained by Dan as he moves more 
into his new position. 

Dolly Tetpon: Dolly Tetpon, wife of 
John Tetpon, Assistant Director of 
Kawerak, has recently joined the 
Nome staff. She will be working 
for Dan Fondell in the Land Depart• 
ment as a lands records secretary. 

continued from front page: 

ing economic viability within the 
region. 

Our planning team members 

agree that these sessions have 

been very productive and that the 
continuing commitment to the im­
plementation and updating of our 

five-year plan has a definite and im­
portant influence on the future of 
Bering Straits Native Corporation. 

WORLD ESKIMO OLYMPICS 

The results of the 1981 World 
Eskimo Olympics included two 
winners from the Bering Straits 
Region. They were the King Island 
Dancers placing Third in the 

Eskimo Dance competition and Ike 
Towarak of Unalakleet placing 
First in the men's One Foot High 
Kick competition with a 8' 11" 
mark. Congratulations to all! 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

It is very important that you 
always contact Bering Straits 

Native Corporation when you have 
a change in your mailing address. 

Over 300 annual reports and proxy 
statements were returned to BSNC 

last spring as undeliverable. This 

means that over 300 Natives enroll­
ed in the BSNC Region did not 
have a chance to voice their opi­

nions through balloting at the year­
ly meeting because they had not 
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informed BSNC of their new ad­
dress or location. REMEMBER, 
always contact BSNC Reg ion 

headquarters when you move and 
file a change of address! 

Anchorage Staff 
Richard L. Davis, Jr. 

Zita Watts-Gustin 

Martha K. Potter 

Pat Dam 

Richard K. A tuk 

George Llghtwood 

Vernon A. Olson 

Kris Reynolds 

Manda Ebbs 

Executive Vice President 

Administrative Assistant 

Controller 

Assistant Controller 

Vice President, Lands 

Resource Manager 

Vice President, Real Estate 

Word Processor Operator 

Receptionist 

Nome Staff 
Charles H. Johnson 

CathyTobuk 

Helen Bell 

Loretta Wllloya 

Dan Fondell 

DollyTetpon 

President 

Receptionist 

Stockholder Registrar 

Asst. Stockholder Registrar 

Land Manager 

Land Records Secretary 

BSNC 
Officers & Directors 

Lawrence O'Connor 

Charles Johnson 

Henry Ivanoff 

Chuck Degnan 

Suzanne Wassman 

Blanche Walters 

Frances Degnan 

Paul Johnson 

Chairman 

President 

1st Vice President 

2nd Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Asst./Sec. Treasurer 

Sargeant at Arms 

Richard Atuk 

Bill Barr 

Cornelius Dan 

Vernon Olson 

John Pullock 

George Walters 

Vernon Kugzruk 
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