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The I.and Use Plan­
n in g Staff and the 
entire staff o f BSN: 
tem:[X>rarily said good 
by_1;o Mis s Alberta 
Picnalook, w h o had 
worked in t h e RSN: 

office a s  a Trainee 
since January. 

Miss Picnalook and 
M::>rris C o f f e y of 
Stebbins, a Board of 
Director of BSN: and 
BSNA l e f t 1t:ane the 
night of May 17th t.o 
a ttenda9nonth 
training session in 
Ancoorage. 'lbe train­
ing is a pilot prog­
ram sponsored by AFN, 
inc. , BIA and the Un­
iversity of Alaska, 
Anchorage. Alberta 
and M:>rris w i l 1 be 
stu:fying business ma­
nagerrent and will be 
assets to Stel:i)ins 
and the C.Ori;:oration 
after their training . 
M r. O:>f fey, his wife 
and 3 children, will. 
all be mis s ed at 
Stebbins, altoough 
they h a v e hopes t.o 
help in t  he village 
after the training is 
c:arpleted. Alberta 
is planning to ocm:! 
back to work at t h e 
O:>rporation office 
when she has �et­
ed the Business Mana­
genent Training. 

Old Address: 

OLYMPICS 

'lbe Native Youth 
Olynpics ocmnittee 
w a s fonnerl t.o as­
s is t our High 
Semo! students at­
ten:1 the Anchorage 
Olympics. We were 
successfull wi th 
cxmsiderable help 
in serding 2 3 cbwn 
to Anchorage, 

Our stu:Ients re­
c e i v e d 7 of 16 
first places, 6 se­
oond places a nd 4 
third places. 

The cost of� 
trip w a s approxi­
mately $2,000.00. 
'1his will give you 
an idea o f what we 
will need finan­
cially. W h a t we 
need besides that 
is expertise in Es­
k ·i m o gamas so we 
ca nbroadenour 
k:nOlorledge. 

We are planning 
now for next year's 
activities,.,..-Aaysne 
w h o would like to 
�cipate, please 
caitact me at P.0� 
Box 1008 Ibne, Al­
aska. 

My New Address: 

ST. LAWRENCE:. 4 SPECIAL CASE 
The 800 or so residents of St. Lawrence Island 

have a unique problem: they live on a "reindeeJ 
station,. withdrawn by executive order of President 
Theodore Roosevelt in 1903. While it ii clear that the 
island is not a wildlife refuge, the Interior Depart. 
ment has not yet determined if the "station" qualifies 
• a "reserve set aside for the use or benefit of its
stockholden or members prior to the enactment of
this Act," as Section 19(b) of the Settlement Act
requires. Therefore, it is not clear if the islanders have
the choice of voting for title to the reserve land or
voting to participate under the Settlement Act.

Unofficial surveys reportedly show the iaknden 
heavily favor the reserve land option, if it is awailable 
to them. The isolated island, well over 100 miles from 
Nome, has 1,206,000 acres, compared to the 
200,000-plus acres the villages would receive under 
the Settlement Act; and the villages' deficiency with­
drawals are located on the mainland. 

Although official communications to the islanden 
from Interior have been noncommital on the issue, 
the department's position seems to be that it ia 
presuming St. Lawrence Island does not qualify as a­
reserve until it is shown otherwise, as Federal-state 
land Use Planning Commission Executive Director 
Ted Bingham said at a recent meeting. Alaska Legal 
Service's supervisor in Nome, Ethan Windahl. is repre♦ 

senting the island's two major villages, Gambell and 
Savoonga, and says he will have a brief prepared 
supporting the reserve option by June 1. The Interior 
Secretary is expected to make the final determination 
after receiving the brief. 

The legal issue is likely to hinge on the language 
of the executive order, which says, in its entirety: "It 
is hereby ordered that St. Lawrence Island, Bering 
Sea, District of Alaska, be, and it is hereby reserved 
and set apart for a reindeer station, subject to ffl1.---��­

lepl existing rights to any land in the limits of the 
reservation hereby established." One of the crucial 
questions is whether the reserve was "set aside for the 
use pr benefit" of the Natives or the reindeer. 

H you know an enrollee to BSNC who has not received a copy of this newspaper 
please send in the address. 

�-:•:•:•:•:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:•:<•:•:-:•:•:•:-:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:-:•:•:•:<.:-:-:-:«+:•:-i .............•••• ·····················••:-;••···· ..... . ·············· ······
·········�.--•.·�-·-································

·········· .. ·····
····•,1'J,!•.······•�.•J

Be ring .Straits Native Corporation 
Box 1008 
N ome, Alaska 99762

Bulk Rate U.S. Postage 
paid 

Nome, Alaska 99762

PERMIT No. 12 


