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BSNC AND THE L AND
Part 3: BSNC’s recent history

By Vice President Media and External Affairs 
Matt Ganley

After emerging from bankruptcy in 1989, BSNC operations were 
based primarily in Nome. Because of the difficulties associated with 
the bankruptcy, the Board of Directors entered this new period with a 
cautious approach to business development and investment. During 
this period, other Alaska Native Corporations were becoming involved 
in the SBA 8(a) program, which provided specific incentives for federal 
contracting by small and disadvantaged businesses. BSNC avoided 
entering the 8(a) program early on, instead focusing on building solid 
ventures in Nome. 

In the early 1990’s BSNC began a car rental service through Stampede 
Ventures. Construction of a new office building, purchase of the Old 
Federal Building and the construction of the Aurora Executive suites in 
the mid 1990’s enhanced BSNC’s real estate portfolio. In 1999, the 
Aurora Inn construction was finalized and it now serves as the center for 
hotel rooms and car rentals in Nome.

Other business ventures in Nome were established during the early 
and mid-1990’s, and Bering Straits Development Company (BSDC) has 
grown since that time and now provides electrical and construction 
services throughout western and northwest Alaska, as well as general 
construction. BSDC has had a number of projects in the region’s 
communities including housing, daycare and clinic construction as well 
as alternative energy projects throughout western Alaska. 

Sound Quarry Inc. (SQI) and Cape Nome Products (CNP) have provided 
rock for the sea walls in Shishmaref, Unalakleet and Nome and the 
causeway/port of Nome. Throughout the late 1980’s and 1990’s 
the BSDC, SQI, CNP, Aurora Inn and Stampede Ventures successfully 
expanded and they continue today as solid regional businesses that 
have significant shareholder and descendant hire. 
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BSNC SHAREHOLDER 
PROMOTED TO VICE PRESIDENT
Larry Pederson to lead Land and Resources  

BSNC has announced the promotion 
of shareholder Larry Pederson to Vice 
President of Land and Resources. In 
his new role, Pederson is responsible 
for establishing and maintaining goals 
and objectives for the development of 
BSNC’s mineral and land resources, 
ensuring that all land transfer programs 
via ANCSA and ANILCA entitlements are 
obtained and overseeing administrative 
functions related to meeting the goals 
and objectives of the Land and Resources 
Department. 

“I welcome Larry into his new role,” 
said BSNC President and CEO Gail Schubert. “I look forward to BSNC 
continuing to benefit from his experience, commitment to our region and 
expertise.” 

“I am excited to start my new position as VP of Land and Resources,” 
said Pederson. “I look forward to continuing to serve BSNC shareholders 
through my work at the Company.”

Pederson formerly served as BSNC’s Land and Resources Manager. 
Pederson earned a bachelor of science degree in environmental biology 
from Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colo. He joined the Company with 
more than eight years of experience in environmental contracting and 
management. In addition to his employment with BSNC, Pederson is 
currently the president of Council Native Corporation and chair of the 
Nome Planning Commission and Golovin Bay Watershed Alliance. 
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BSNC IS  ON FACEB O OK!          STAY UP-TO-DATE AT FACEB O OK.C OM/GOBSNC

The Bering Straits Native Corporation (BSNC) Board of Directors has 
declared a dividend of $3.25 per share to be issued in December. The 
average BSNC shareholder who owns 100 shares of stock will receive 
$325. This dividend is an 8.3 percent increase from BSNC’s 2013 
distribution. 

“BSNC’s Board recognizes the importance of meaningful returns to our 
shareholders,” said BSNC Board Chairman Henry Ivanoff. 

“BSNC’s endurance and growth over the past ten years is a testament 
to the Company’s commitment to its shareholders and the region,” said 
BSNC President and CEO Gail R. Schubert. “The leadership of the Board 
and BSNC’s executive management team situates the Company to make 
a positive, long-lasting impact for our shareholders and region.”    

Larry Pederson
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I hope everyone is having a good 
fall and that you all were able 
to put away fish, berries and 
game for the winter. It was an 
unusual fall in many areas, with 
warmer temperatures and the 
failure of berry crops in many 
villages in our region. As we 
head into the winter months, our 
focus is on the upcoming state 
and federal elections. BSNC is 
participating in the Get Out The 
Native Vote effort and encourages 
its shareholders to vote on Nov. 4. 
The reasons for voting are many, 

and our quality of life depends on whether our representation in office is a 
reflection of rural Alaska and needs. 

BSNC’s Board of Directors have approved support for the following 
candidates in the upcoming November elections:  Mark Begich, U.S. 
Senator; Bill Walker and Byron Mallott, Governor and Lt. Governor; and 
Don Young, U.S. Congress. These endorsements represent the position 
of BSNC’s Board of Directors. BSNC encourages shareholders and 
descendants of voting age to exercise their right to elect a candidate of 
their choice.

BSNC continues to pursue title to Port Clarence (also called Point 
Spencer), a natural deep-water port located on the Bering Strait near the 
50-mile-wide expanse between Russia and Alaska. On May 15, 2014, 
Congressman Don Young and Congressman Duncan Hunter introduced 

H.R. 4668. This bill provides for the fair and expeditious conveyance of 
land at Point Spencer, also known as Port Clarence, located in the Bering 
Strait region, to BSNC in partial fulfillment of its 1976 land selection 
under Section 14(h)(8) of ANCSA, and to the State of Alaska as part 
of its land entitlement under the Statehood Act. The bill also provides 
for the retention of land by the U.S. Coast Guard for its uses. I was 
privileged to testify this fall before the House Subcommittee on Indian 
and Alaska Native Affairs about this bill and its importance in resolving 
the competing land claims at Port Clarence, and creation of  economic 
development opportunities in our region.

The passage of this legislation will result in job creation in rural Alaska, 
thereby improving the quality of life of both Alaska Native and non-Native 
people living in the region. It will also support economic growth in the 
region and the state, help save lives, prevent pollution in the Arctic, 
and provide a port of refuge for the increased shipping traffic through 
the Bering Strait, the Northwest Passage and the Northern Sea Route. 
Additionally, passage of H.R. 4668 will assist in preventing the looting of 
cultural and historical items of importance to the indigenous people of 
the Bering Strait.

The growing potential of the Arctic continues to be a high priority for BSNC. 
In addition to supporting oil and gas industry needs, we believe Port 
Clarence will positively contribute to sustainable economic growth in the 
BSNC region. Quyanna for your continued support of BSNC and our efforts 
to improve the lives of our shareholders and those who live in our region.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO
By Bering Straits Native Corporation President and CEO Gail R. Schubert

Teddy Sockpick was an 
ivory carver known for his 
scrimshaw miniatures of wildlife, 
landscapes, and subsistence 
activities. Born in 1907 in Wales, 
Sockpick later became the only 
survivor in his family. In 1918, 
at the age of 11, he became an 
orphan as the 1918 influenza 
epidemic swept through the 
village, killing nearly 200 Wales 

residents. He then moved to Shishmaref, where he lived with friends and 
relatives and met Holly Nayokpuk, who later became his wife.

Sockpick was described as an introvert but was a skillful hunter. During 
one hunt, Sockpick walked for two days on the Bering Sea ice where he 
found a breathing hole and shot an oogruk “bearded seal.” The oogruk 
could not fit through the opening so Sockpick used his axe to widen 
the ice hole. Although he had a long walk back home, Sockpick was not 
worried because he had plenty to sustain him. 

During his later years, Sockpick worked on gold dredges during the Gold 
Rush and then at the school district in Nome until he retired. He passed 
down his valuable knowledge, including carving, to his son Davis and his 
grandson Gary, who is also a well-known carver. His great-granddaughter 
Theresa Olanna is working toward her Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
at the University of Alaska Anchorage. Teddy Sockpick passed away on 
June 14, 1988.

Art by Teddy Sockpick

HISTORICAL SPOTLIGHT: TEDDY SOCKPICK 

BSNC ranked #14 of Alaska’s top 49 
Alaskan-owned businesses in 2014. 
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BSNC shareholder Alison McKay owns 
McKay Music Studio in Anchorage, 
Alaska. Her voice and piano studio 
gives students the tools to grow their 
musical talents without fear. Originally 
from Unalakleet, McKay received her 
bachelor’s of music in applied voice from 
the Boston Conservatory of Music in 
1982. She spent 10 years performing 
professionally and taught music in the 
Vermont public school system. She has 
performed with the Anchorage Opera, 
New York Grand Opera Co., Boston 
Opera and sung at Lincoln Center and 

in Serbia. Some of her students have gone on to perform on Broadway. 
Four years ago, McKay returned to Alaska because she wanted to teach 
Native youth. 

CONTACT   907.351.5422   alimcka@yahoo.com

SHAREHOLDER BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHT: MCKAY MUSIC 
STUDIO

Alison McKay 

BSNC shareholder and Bering Straits Foundation recipient Angela 
Bellacosa has authored a poetry book, A Kaleidoscope Wardrobe: Hwyls 
of a Lifetime. The poems span a lifetime of poetry writing and diverse 
subjects. From love, to the magic of the holidays, to the search for 
identity, to culture clash, to the author’s observations of human nature 
and animal nature. This poetry collection is a kaleidoscope wardrobe of 
the author’s memories of her life and the people – and animals – she 
has chanced to meet. Learn more by visiting www.editinglane.com. 

SHAREHOLDER AUTHORS 
POETRY BOOK

WINNERS OF THE 2014 BSNC PHOTO CONTEST
CULTURAL

1st Sandra DeWilde - “Kakaruk Reindeer”

2nd Melanie Sagoonick - “Chin Tattoo”

3rd Melanie Sagoonick - “Prayer”

SUBSISTENCE 

1st Brandi Oquilluk - “Salmon Jumping”

2nd Melanie Sagoonick - “Herring Egg Gathering”

3rd Paul “Beebucks” Ivanoff - “Cutting Fish

SCENERY

1st Brandi Oquilluk - “Sundog”

2nd Vernae Angnaboogok - “Cape Mountain Hand”

3rd Vernae Angnaboogok - “Atatit (Razorback Mountain)”

VILLAGE LIFE

1st Helena Otton - “Making your own rim”

2nd Brandi Oquilluk - “Grandma’s Kamaamak”

3rd Melanie Sagoonick - “Ocean Swimming”

HONORABLE MENTION

Brandi Oquilluk - “Dried Fish”

Monthly Stock Will Drawing Winners
May – Alvin Pootoogooluk, Anchorage

June – Lai Collard, Washington

July – Bertha Olanna, Brevig Mission

August – April Elliot

September – Pauline Klementson

Mail in your updated stock will today and be entered 
into a drawing to win $200!

SHAREHOLDER NEWS

The grand prize winner of the iPad mini is Brandi Oquilluk, who submitted 
“Blueberries with Dew Drops.”

BSNC is committed to helping prepare tomorrow’s leaders for the 
workforce by providing paid internships to qualified students each 
summer. Shareholders and descendants gained valuable work 
experience and skills by working in the Anchorage office with staff 
in Human Resources, Accounting, Communications and Business 
Development. Ty Gooden of Nome gained mechanical experience while 
interning for Stampede Ventures, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Bering Straits Development Co.

This year, the Company added a training component to the internship 
program, which included workshops by staff on leadership skills, public 
speaking, the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, cultural awareness, 
policy issues that impact Alaska Native people, speed mentoring, 
resume/HR tips and business structure.

SUMMER INTERNSHIP RECAP

From left: Tami Dietrich (Business Development), Michael Anagick (Business 
Development), Brandi Wheelehan (Human Resources), Adam Lowe (Accounting) and 
Ana Swanson (Communications). Ty Gooden (Mechanics) of Nome is not pictured.
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BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION
ALASKA STATUTE 13.16.705(b)  WILL

ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS SET TLEMENT ACT OF 1971

I, _________________________________________, having attained the age of eighteen (18) years and being of sound mind, and solely for the purposes of AS 

13.16.705(b) and ANCSA of 1971, Sec. 7(h)(2), freely and voluntarily execute this will and hereby devise and bequeath my shares of stock in Bering Straits Native 

Corporation and _________________________________village corporation to: 

 

 

This will revokes any bequest of the stock, described above, in any previously existing will or codicil. If I now own more shares than I have bequeathed above, I direct that the 
remaining shares shall be split pro rata among the persons named above. BSNC recommends that all existing fractional shares of stock be given to one person, and that existing whole 
shares be given as whole shares and not split into fractional shares.

This instrument shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Alaska.

Name Current Address % of Shares

Dated at ____________________________, __________________________, 

this ______day of ________, 20___.

Signature of Testator____________________________________

I, being first sworn, declare that the testator signs and executes this instrument as 
his/her last will and that he/she signs it willingly, and I sign this will as witness of 
the testator’s signing, and that to the best of my knowledge the testator is 18 years 
or older, of sound mind, and under no constraint or undue influence.
 

State of: _____________________________________

County of: ________________________(or ______________Judicial District)

Subscribed, sworn to and acknowledged before me by 
_______________________________________________________________,

the testator, this ______ day of ______________, 20_____

Notary Public or Postmaster ___________________________________ 
In and for the State of ______________________

City State

Name of village

ADRIENNE V. HEARSEY
ADRIENNE DEANNA LOCKWOOD
ALBERT K. WHITE
ALBERTA E. SETON
ALICE KOKOCHURUK
ALLEN LEE MADARA
ANGEL DAWN TEAYOUMEAK
ANGELA ELAINE GILL
ANGELINE WASSILIE
ANITA PEZZINO
ANNOKAZOOKA LAZYNA 

SANCHEZ
ANTHONY LANE FRY
ANTHONY MICHAEL BELLACOSA
ANTHONY GABRIEL NEWBREAST
ANTON E. PAUWOK
ARCHIE OLANNA
ARCHIE SEELKOKE
ASA R. BERGAMASCHI
ASHLEY ALLEN AULIYE
AUDREY LILLIAN STINEBURG
BARBARA AURELIA VALANZUELA
BARBARA L. WININGER
BELINDA MAY KAKARUK
BENJAMIN CHARLES 

MILLIGROCK
BENNY RICHARD OLANNA
BESS MILLER
BESSIE OLIVE PAGEL
BETTY FLORA NICHOLSON
BILLIE WAIN MOORE

BOBBY COLLINS
BRANDON GREEN
BRENDA JEAN UPCRAFT
BRIAN KOTONGAN
CANDACE MARIE HATHAWAY
CARL ROBERT ESMOND
CARLA JUNE EVANS
CAROL JOANN BREWSTER
CAROL ANN EPPERLEY
CHARLES WILLIAMS CHARLES
CHERI CHRISTINE KREMPER
CHERIE ANN SMITH
CODY JAMES LARSEN
CRISTA LYNN ARNOLD
CURTIS J. EAKON
CYNTHIA MARIE THRASHER
DANA ALLYN BOYLES
DAVID M. GRAHAM
DAVID LAWRENCE OST
DAVID A. RIDDLE
DAVID MARCUS LAW
DAVID JASON BUNJEVAC
DEBRA ANN BORCHARDT
DEGEE A. DOBSON
DENISE CHERYL STARR
DESLIN WADE NAPAYONAK
DIANA MARIE KATONGAN
DOMINIC JACOB STETTINGER
DONALD GEORGE EAKON
DONNA MARIE CARLISLE
EDA SHEREE KELLER

EILEEN NORBERT
ELAZARETH H. SOLSKI
ELIZABETH M. LARSON
ELLEN SETTERS
ELSIE ROSE OKITKON
EMILY SELMA SUTTON
ERNEST ARTHUR AILAK
ETCHINE J. COUTEE
EVELYN MAE RYNEARSON
FLORENCE NELLIE NAKAK
FLOYD B. LOCKWOOD
FRANCES NASHOANAK
FRANCIS KIRK
FRANK REUBEN JOHNSON
FRANK T. WALUNGA
FRANK CARL IYATUNGUK
FREDERICK EARL ERNAK
GAIL LEWIS
GALEN PAUL IVANOFF
GARY FORREST EVANS
GEORGE ERVIN WILLIAMS
GLADYS BALDWIN
GLENN BERT IYATUNGUK
GORDON STEPHAN IYA
GORDON COFFEE
GRACE PENATAC-BOUSE
GRACE ANN WALLACE
HANNAH MARIE MYLANDER
HARRY DREWLETTE LILLEY
HAZEL NANCY JACK
HENRY A. MORGAN

HENRY WAYNE LUKE
IDA GAIL PANIPTCHUK
IVY GWEN PFLEGER
JACOB L. ANAGICK
JAMES E. CAROON
JAMES F. MORGAN
JAMES STANLEY GARRIS
JAMES MELVIN WALSER
JAMIE LEE FIELDS
JANELLE MARIE KAKARUK
JEFFERY EUGENE GRANT
JEFFREY SCOTT YOUNKINS
JEFFREY VANCE SANDERS
JENNIE AMY MICHELS
JENNIFER KINNEY
JENNIFER OLSON
JEREMIAH PAUL JOHNSON
JESSE A. HURST
JESSICA LYNN IYAPANA
JOHN OBRIEN
JOHN M. FRATIS
JONATHAN GRIMSHAW
JOSEPH NORBERT
JOSEPH TILDEN SHORTNACY
JOSHUA E. BRODERSON
JULIA DANIELLE RYAN
JULIA MAY PICKUS
JULIE MARIE MCCAIN
JULIE E. ROGERS
JUSTIN L. KATCHEAK
JUSTINA MABEL KUNAYAK

KANDI KOSTENUK
KATHERINE BEEMAN
KATHLEEN MARIE JOHNSON
KAVIK WAYNE THOMAS-

STETTINGER
KELIK NAKAK
KIMBERLY KAY MADARA
KRISTIE EMMA CAROON
KYLE WAYNE OKPEALUK
LARRY OZENNA
LARRY PAUL MARTIN
LAURA ANN GIFFIN
LAWRENCE ROLAND ROUSSEL
LEANDRA JOHNSON
LENA JUNE RIVERA
LEONA SILOOK
LESTER R. KELLER
LEVI ALFRED SILAS
LINCOLN NORMAN RILEY
LINDA L. PHILLIPS
LINDSEY MICHELLE RYAN
LISA BASSETT
LLOYD G. NAPOUK
LORRAINE LUPSON
LORRI LUPSON
LOUIS NANCE
LYDIA ANN HANCOCK
MARGARET WALLACE
MARIE ANN MILLER
MARIE D. MERITO
MARIELLE KATHRYN RODRIGUE

MARLENE ANN CANNON
MARRIE LUPSON
MARTHA MARIE WASHINGTON
MARTIN T. STEVE
MARTIN O’CONNOR
MARVIN L. MORGAN
MARY BUCK
MARY JILL YOUNG
MATHILDA LICK
MEAGAN MARIE DIKE
MELTON LOU SUTHERLAND
MICHAEL PATRICK MAY
MICHAEL JAMES COOPER
MICHELE LEIGH MAYO-KOK
MILTON KAVAIRLOOK
MONICA BETTY STEVE
MORGAN JAMES FULTON
MURIEL DOROTHY CARMER
MYLES GONANGNAN
NADEZHDA LYNN THEA MOTTO
NATHAN ISAIAH ANUNGAZUK
OSWALD PANEOK
PAMELA J. MANDAN
PATRICIA J. NGUYEN
PATRICK FRANCIS HENRY
PATRICK C. COFFEY
PAUL VINCENT LUCIER
PEGGY LEE KANE
PERRY ELI WILLIAMSON
PHILIP PENATAC
PRESTON WASHINGTON

RALEIGH R. IYAHUK
RANDOLPH DEAN BELL
RAPHEAL PIKONGANNA
RAY VERNON ANAWROK
RAYMOND CLYDE DOUGLAS
RICHARD RAYMOND OMELAK
RICHARD WAYNE LOCKWOOD
ROBERT NORMAN COLE
ROBERT WEOKONA MAYOKOK
ROBERT EARL REYNOLDS
ROBERT PETER KAKARUK
RODGER LEE MCFARLING
ROMALD K. KATEXAC
RONNIE H. KEITH LUPSON
ROY MICHAEL ANTONY OMIAK
ROY EDWARD BEN BROWN
SAM ANARUK
SARA MICHELLE JOY KEECH
SCOTTINA JOHNSON
SHANE E. BERGAMASCHI
SHANNON M. LEAL
SHEILA ARLENE ODINZOFF
SHERRI LAVERNE HARRIS
SHIRLEY ESTHER JAMES
STACY TODD HANSELL
STEFFANNITA MARIE WILLOYA
STELLA POLARETZKE
STEPHANIE HAZEL EVANS
STEPHANIE IRENE KUSHNICK
STEVEN LEE HANSEN
SUN TAQUAN SMALL

TED MERLE KOUTCHAK
TERRY ANN CHILCOTE
THERESA MARIE RICKETT
THERESA KAY ANDERSON
THERESE MARY HARRILD
THOMAS LEE HUFFMAN
THOMAS ROY EGELAND
THOMASINA ANN SCHAMBECK
TIMMY STEVE
TIMOTHY R. MILLIGROCK
TIMOTHY DAVID JAMES
VALERIE TRUFANT
VAUGHN EUGENE JOHNSON
VIOLA VERA JOSEPH
VIRGIL ONEAL
VIRGIL H. MORGAN
WALTER JOSEPH IYAPANA
WANDA JACQUELINE CARLSON
WARREN ELACHIK
WAYNE LEROY HOYT
WILLIAM JASON JOHNSON
WILLIAM FRANCIS MOGG
WILLIAM LEE WALLUK
WILLIAM LAURENCE SMITH
WILMA LUCY OSBORNE
WILSON FRED OKPOWRUK
YVONNE FRANCES ROSE

Mail completed form to: 
Bering Straits Native Corporation 

P.O. Box 1008 
Nome, Alaska 99762

Mail completed form to: 
Bering Straits Native Corporation 

P.O. Box 1008 
Nome, Alaska 99762

SHAREHOLDER NAME AND ADDRESS CHANGE FORM
BSNC shareholders should update the Shareholder Records Department directly in writing anytime their mailing 
address or name changes. Address changes for shareholders under the age of 18 must be signed by the minor’s 
custodian. Mail in this form or send a signed letter with your social security number, date of birth and new address to:

Print name: ____________________________________________________________________________

New mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________

Social security number: ___________________________________________________________________

Date of birth: ___________________________________________________________________________

Contact phone number: __________________________________________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________________________

(If applicable)  

I am also a custodian for: _________________________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________________________________________________

For name changes, BSNC requires that you attach a 
legal document with your new name, such as a copy of 
a court record, valid government ID, marriage 
certificate or divorce decree.

New name: _________________________________

Former name:_______________________________

Social security number:________________________

Date of birth:________________________________

Signature:__________________________________

Date:______________________________________

MISSING SHAREHOLDER ADDRESSES

Are you receiving important mailings from BSNC, including newsletters and dividends? It is important that shareholders keep their mailing address up-to-date.       
Visit http://beringstraits.com/shareholders/forms/address_name_change.pdf to update your address today or use the form below.
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BSNC AND THE LAND
Continued from Page 1

BSDC was Bering Straits Native Corporation’s first entry into 8(a) 
contracting, becoming certified in 1994. One of the first 8(a) projects 
was an environmental cleanup on Anvil Mountain in the mid 1990s.

In 2003, Inuit Services became BSNC’s initial 8(a) subsidiary. Since 
that time, BSNC has developed subsidiaries and partnerships to 
secure a strong position within the contracting sector. Based on the 
success of Inuit Services, BSNC has continued to add numerous 
successful small business and 8(a) contracting companies, 
including Bering Straits Information Technology, Global Support 
Services and Bering Straits Logistics Services. We continue to look 
at new opportunities to grow these subsidiaries to bring value to 
shareholders.

Land prioritizations continued as BSNC worked with the Bureau of 
Land Management to secure final patent for village lands and lands 
selected by BSNC under Section 14(h) of ANCSA. The corporation 
selected all of the lands surrounding Salmon Lake, but the State of 
Alaska also selected the property. Due to a regulatory requirement, 
BLM rejected BSNC’s selection. The Board decided that the area of 
Salmon Lake was indeed a priority and appealed the BLM ruling to 
the Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA). It was at this time that 
Senator Murkowski introduced legislation that would accelerate 
land conveyances for Native Corporations and the State of Alaska. 
In the legislation (P.L. 108-452, Dec. 10, 2004), a provision allowed 
negotiations with BLM to rectify competing claims. BSNC and the state 
entered into discussions in 2004 and reached an agreement with BLM 
on the disposition of the lands surrounding Salmon Lake on July 18, 
2007 (Salmon Lake Area Land Ownership Consolidation Agreement). 
Congressional Legislation ratified the agreement and the president 
signed the Salmon Lake Land Selection Resolution Act (P.L. 112-133) 
on June 15, 2012.i

BSNC continues to work with BLM and the region’s village corporations 
to finalize conveyance of all ANCSA lands. Towards this end, all but 
Unalakleet, Shaktoolik, Sitnasuak (Nome) and Inalik have received the 
final patents for their ANCSA lands. BSNC still has some outstanding 
14(h) acreage to be conveyed, a number of historic and cemetery 
tracts (14(h)(1)) and the remaining 14(h)(8) selections (surface and 
subsurface for BSNC).

One of the last ANCSA land selections BSNC is actively pursuing 
is the property at Point Spencer (Port Clarence).ii Because of the 
potential for increased marine traffic related to offshore oil and gas 
development and shipping through the Northern Sea Route and the 
Northwest Passage, it is critical that BSNC secures the property and 
position necessary for insuring that the benefits of these trends are 
realized by our coastal communities. Of equal importance is the need 
to prepare for the negative impacts that could come with economic 
development along our Arctic shores. Legislation has been introduced 
by Congressman Don Young (H.R. 4668) which will expedite the 
transfer of Point Spencer and will distribute the lands there to the 
State of Alaska, the Coast Guard and BSNC. The division of the land 
is necessary to insure that the needs of the Coast Guard are met and 
to provide BSNC the real estate necessary to begin, with partners in 
industry, the phased build-out of infrastructure for spill response and 
shipping support. Through the acquisition of lands at Point Spencer, 
BSNC will be able to use the experience and capabilities we have 
gained through our multi-faceted business ventures. Moving forward 
into the Arctic future we will continue to work towards increasing 
BSNC’s value while maximizing economic independence in our region 
and communities.

i  The Agreement and Act also conveyed lands in the Agiapuk River delta and Windy Cove areas  
 on Imuruk Basin to BSNC.

ii  Congressional action will be necessary because of the competing State and BSNC claims, and  
 the need to expedite the transfer to meet the growing need for facilities along the Arctic coast.

BSNC REGION NEWS

BSNC ANNOUNCES VILL AG E 
L IFE  STORIES PROJECT
Shareholders encouraged to submit stories 
BSNC is launching the Village Life Stories Project, an initiative to share 
the Bering Strait region’s rich cultural history. BSNC shareholders are 
invited to submit stories of personal experiences about growing up and 
life in the village to media@beringstraits.com. Photos are not required 
but encouraged. Story entries must be accompanied by the author’s 
name, hometown and a story title. Selected stories will be shared on a 
BSNC webpage and the Facebook page. 

CAPE NOME PRODUCTS JV 
RECO GNIZED FOR SAFET Y
Cape Nome Products, a Knik Construction and BSNC’s Sound Quarry 
Inc. (SQI) joint venture, received a safety award in July for their three-
year, 36,000-hour, zero-accident record. BSNC congratulates the Cape 
Nome crew for their work and commitment to safety culture.

“I truly enjoy my job,” said Cape Nome/Knik Construction Facility 
Manager and BSNC shareholder Dora Hughes. “We make material that 
improves the lives and livelihood of those in rural Alaska. Our products 
serve as erosion control, foundations and improvements to airports, 
asphalt, highway and road material. We’ve built a jetty to export material 
quicker rather than trucking to town, which saves on cost, highway traffic 
and the limited space within the harbor of Nome. We’ve sent material 
to Shaktoolik, Unalakleet, Kotzebue, Nome, Kivalina, Pilot Station, 
Shishmaref, Wainwright and villages along the Yukon river such as 
Alakanuk. Safety is our number one priority, which we are committed to 
and take pride in.”

The Cape Nome crew was recognized for their three-year, 36,000-hour, zero-accident 
record in July.

EAGLE EYE ELECTRIC TO 
COMPLETE REMEDIATION 
IN UNAL AKLEET
Eagle Eye Electric, a wholly owned subsidiary of BSNC, has been 
contracted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to remediate soil 
contamination 12 miles east of Unalakleet, Alaska. The remediation   
will be completed in partnership with Jacobs Engineering in the summer 
of 2015.

The scope of work includes the remediation of petroleum oil and 
lubricant (POL) and Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) contaminated soils 
at the North River Radio Relay Station Air Force site. This site, located 
approximately 12 miles east of Unalakleet, has had previous remediation 
actions in the past, including investigations, demolition and limited removal 
actions. Under this new contract, Eagle Eye Electric and Jacobs Engineering 
will remove approximately 4,500 cubic yards of soil. Some of this soil will be 
transported via barge for disposal while the majority, soil contaminated only 
with POL, will be treated at a location nearby.

BSNC invites Unalakleet residents to attend a public meeting regarding 
the remediation at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 5 at Unalakleet’s 
Myles Gonongan/Aaron Paneok Memorial Hall. Please email                 
media@beringstraits.com for more information. 
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BSNC NEWS
BSNC SUBSIDIARY TO 
PERFORM PEACEKEEPING
BSNC subsidiary Global Asset Technologies (GAT) was recently 
awarded a five-year contract by the Department of State’s Bureau of 
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs office to perform 
international police peacekeeping operations support. The majority of 
the work will be on the continent of Africa.

GAT will begin deployment in November 2014. Countries GAT may 
assist include: Togo, Senegal, Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad, and/or Nepal 
with a focus on UN missions in Mali, Darfur and Liberia. 

The level of assistance for each country will vary based on political 
commitment and existing capacity in the partner country. The 
ultimate goal of GAT’s assistance is to improve the ability of local law 
enforcement agencies to independently train and deploy high quality 
police to peacekeeping missions. With this contract, GAT continues to 
support the global war on terror. 

BSNC ENDORSES WALKER/
MALLOT T, YOUNG, BEGICH  
BSNC’s Board of Directors have approved support for the following 
candidates in the upcoming November elections: Mark Begich, U.S. 
Senator; Bill Walker and Byron Mallott, Governor and Lt. Governor; and 
Don Young, U.S. Congress. 

“The stakes in these elections are far too great for BSNC not to 
publicly endorse candidates, particularly in the close senatorial and 
gubernatorial races,” said BSNC Chairman Henry Ivanoff. “At the state 
level, Alaska needs an administration that responds to rural and urban 
issues and one that places a priority on the health and well-being of its 
citizens. Having balanced representation in Washington is also desired 
and we have a strong advocate in Senator Begich,” he added. 

These endorsements represent the position of BSNC’s Board of 
Directors. BSNC encourages shareholders and descendants of voting 
age to exercise their right to elect a candidate of their choice.

BSNC ENCOURAGES 
SHAREHOLDERS TO VOTE
BSNC is participating in the Get Out The Native Vote effort, and 
encourages its shareholders to vote on Nov. 4. 

What if Alaska Native people across the state voted    
in every election?

•	Would	rural	Alaska	still	be	fighting	for	education		 	 	 	
 funding?

•	Would	our	subsistence	lifestyle	continue	to		
 be threatened?

•	Would	the	development	of	natural			 	
 resources on Native-owned land    
 be continually up for debate?

Your Quality of Life Does Depend On It!  
Get Out The Native Vote. 

Know someone who needs language 
assistance? The Voting Rights Act of 1965 
requires the Division of Elections to provide 
language assistance to Central Yup’ik, Siberian Yupik 
and Inupiaq speakers. Election workers can assist voters or a voter 
may have a person of their choice provide assistance as long as that 
person is not a candidate, your employer, agent of your employer, or 
agent of your union. The person you choose to assist you may go into 
the voting booth with you to help you in casting your ballot.

SCHUBERT RECOGNIZED BY 
YWCA, RECEIVES UNSUNG 
HERO AWARD
BSNC President & CEO Gail Schubert was selected to receive a 
2014 YWCA Alaska/BP Women of Achievement Award. The Women of 
Achievement Award honors women who give of their time and energy 
to make our world a better place. It recognizes and honors women 
who have demonstrated qualities of leadership and excellence in their 
professional and personal endeavors as well as their contributions to 
the larger community. The award will be presented at the 25th Annual 
Women of Achievement Awards and Purse Auction on Thursday, Nov. 13.

Schubert also received the Unsung Hero Award from the Northwest 
Indian Bar Association in May. The annual award honors an attorney 
for his or her outstanding contributions toward improving the legal and 
political landscape of Pacific Northwest Indian Country. 

SCHUBERT NAMED TO ALASKA 
ARCTIC POLICY COMMISSION
The Alaska State Chamber of Commerce and the Alaska Arctic Policy 
Commission announced BSNC President & CEO Gail Schubert as one 
of three Alaska business leaders to represent the U.S. on the newly 
created Arctic Economic Council (AEC). The AEC willl work to foster 
business development in the Arctic, engage in deeper circumpolar 
cooperation, and provide a business perspective to the work of the 
Arctic Council, its parent organization.

The creation of the AEC comes at critical time. With the possibility of 
oil and gas exploration and production in U.S. Arctic waters, increased 
international shipping, as well as longer ice-free periods and changing 
storm patterns, coastal Arctic communities face new challenges 
and opportunities. The other U.S. representatives selected are Lori 
Davey, General Manager of Fairweather, LLC, and Bruce Harland, Vice 
President of Business Development for Crowley Marine Services, Inc.

The Ottawa Declaration of 1996 formally established the Arctic 
Council as a high-level intergovernmental forum to provide a means 

for promoting cooperation, coordination and interaction among 
the Arctic States, with the involvement of the Arctic Indigenous 

communities and other Arctic inhabitants on common Arctic 
issues, particularly issues of sustainable development and 
environmental protection in the Arctic.

BSNC announces that incumbent candidates 
Henry Ivanoff, Roy Ashenfelter, Robert (Bobby) 
Evans, Fred Sagoonick and Homer Hoogendorn 
were reelected to the Board of Directors. BSNC 
thanks its shareholders for their involvement. 
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RECIPIENT SUCCESS STORY: CHRISTIAN LECKBAND  
BSF recipient Christian Leckband, raised in Nome, credits his supportive 
tight-knit community, family and friends for his success as a student 
and a basketball player. Leckband graduated from Nome Beltz High 
School in 2011 and was signed to play basketball for the University of 
Alaska Anchorage. Being a part of the team for the past three years was 
challenging at times, but for Leckband, it’s been an amazing experience. 

While playing for UAA, Leckband is also pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
in business management as well as a bachelor’s degree in marketing. 
Currently interning for Sitnasuak Native Corporation through First 
Alaskans Institute, Leckband hopes to someday work for an Alaska 
Native organization or corporation. 

“I look forward to learning the business operations of Alaska Native 
corporations and learning the policy issues affecting native people 
statewide,” said Leckband. “I am able to do all of these things thanks to 

the generous support of 
numerous organizations 
in our region including 
the Bering Straits 
Foundation. I thank my 
entire family, friends, and 
various members of the 
region for supporting me 
through the years. I am 
working hard to make 
you all proud and to be 
a good representative of 
our region.”

Christian Leckband

BSF HIRING PROGRAM OFFICER
Bering Straits Foundation (BSF) is recruiting for a program officer to 
provide overall administration for all BSF programs and activities in order 
to achieve its core purpose and mission. The position is based in Nome 
and will be open until filled. Qualified individuals may submit a current 
resume and cover letter or questions via email to Carolyn Crowder 
(crowderr@mtaonline.net). For more information about BSF, please 

visit the website at http://beringstraits.com/northriver/wb/pages/
foundation.php.

The mission of Bering Straits Foundation is to enrich the lives of our 
people and strengthen self-sufficiency by supporting educational goals, 
cultural heritage and traditional values.

BERING STRAITS FOUNDATION NEWS

BSNC NEWS
T WO BSNC SHAREHOLDER 
EMPLOYEES HONORED AS 
NATIVE TOP 40 UNDER 40
BSNC General Manager Haven Harris and Communications Director 
Miriam Aarons have both been selected by the National Center for the 
American Indian Enterprise Development’s 2014 “Native American 40 
Under 40” Award. Both are BSNC shareholders. This prestigious award 
recognizes 40 emerging Native leaders from across Indian Country 
who have demonstrated leadership, initiative and dedication and made 
significant contributions in business and/or in their community. 

Aarons selected as AFN co-keynote speaker
The Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) chose the 2014 AFN Annual 
Convention keynote speakers as BSNC’s Corporate Communications 
Director Miriam Aarons and community activist Mao Tosi. The two co-
presented this year’s keynote address on Thursday, Oct. 23 at the 
Dena’ina Center in Anchorage, Alaska.

“Miriam and Mao have worked to strengthen and join communities to 
make a better Alaska – their collaborative work exemplifies our 2014 
theme, Rise as One,” said Julie Kitka, AFN President. “We look forward 
to the two sharing their ideas and experiences.”

Aarons’ and Tosi’s speech will be posted on beringstraits.com. 

NOTICE: ALASKA GOLD/ROCK CREEK 
NOT ACCESSIBLE TO PUBLIC
During autumn, we often look forward to finding the best berry-
picking spots. Unfortunately, the Alaska Gold/Rock Creek Mine 
Site should not be accessed until further notice because this 
mine is still subject to federal and state laws governing the 
reclamation process. Please email media@beringstraits.com 
should you have any questions. 

BSNC IS  HIRING
BSNC, its subsidiaries, affiliates and joint ventures want to hire 
qualified shareholders, descendants, and shareholder spouses, 
along with promoting qualified in-house staff to meet newly 
created or vacated positions. Please check out open positions 
and share this link with your family and friends: 

www.beringstraits.com/careers
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BSNC HONORS ELDERS
BSNC recognizes the importance of Elders in our communities and 
requests that village corporations send us information so that we can 
honor them. BSNC recognizes all of the Elders whose names are sent 
to the Company. 

In appreciation for their accomplishments in maintaining our traditional 
lifestyle, sharing knowledge with our youth and preserving the culture 
and heritage of our region, BSNC honors the following Elders whose 
names were submitted by their respective village corporation:

Golovin Native Corporation: Mary Lou Amaktoolik

King Island Native Corporation: Grace Pullock

Shaktoolik Native Corporation: Palmer Sagoonick

Shishmaref Native Corporation: Willa T. Seetomona

Sitnasuak Native Corporation: Marie Saclamana

Solomon Native Corporation: Roy Kenick - In Memoriam

Solomon Native Corporation: RoseAnn Timbers - In Memoriam

St Michael Native Corporation: Andrew Lockwood Sr.

Unalakleet Native Corporation: Lorena Paniptchuk

Unalakleet Native Corporation: Laura Theresa Nanouk

Wales Native Corporation: Albert S. Mazonna

White Mountain Native Corporation: Lois “Bunny” Larsen

YOUNG PROVIDERS 
RECOGNIZED BY BSNC  

BSNC’s second annual 
Young Provider Award was 
presented to Tinisha Dan 
of Stebbins and Jaylen 
Gologergen of Nome. The 
award honors young people 
who contribute to healthy, 
sustainable communities by 
caring for Elders and youth, 
providing subsistence foods, 

active involvement in activities that benefit communities in our region 
and serving as role models in maintaining our traditional activities and 
values. Congratulations to Tinisha and Jaylen!
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BSNC opens up its Anchorage lobby 
to Alaska Native artists who seek to 
sell their arts and crafts. This summer, 
an artist informed BSNC shareholder 
relations and receptionist Leila Smith, 
who is also a BSNC shareholder, of a 
painting of her “downtown at the Haist 
Gallery.” After work that day, Leila 
rushed to the gallery to find a painting 
of herself featured. Many years ago, 
Leila remembers an artist asking if 
she could take her photo at Fur Rondy. 
The artist went on to use that photo to 
paint her likeness. The gallery owner 
had been trying to find Leila for five 
years.

Tinisha Dan Jaylen Gologergen

Leila


