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2017 ANNUAL  
MEETING RESULTS
BSNC held its 2017 Annual Meeting of Shareholders on Saturday, Oct. 7 in 

Nome, Alaska. Shareholders voted on the election of five Board Directors. 

Incumbents Henry Ivanoff Sr., Robert K. Evans, Roy C. Ashenfelter and 

Homer E. Hoogendorn were reelected and Deborah Atuk was newly elected 

to the Board. Directors serve three-year terms.

Drawings were held for door prizes for those present and prizes were drawn 

for shareholders who turned in a valid proxy by the Oct. 4 proxy deadline 

or registered to vote in person at the meeting. Checks were mailed to 

winners who were not present at the meeting. Shareholders who could not 

attend the Annual Meeting this year in Nome were invited to join via live 

webcast at www.beringstraits.com.

BSNC is pleased to announce the results of its 2017 Election of Board Officers.

Chairman: Henry Ivanoff Sr.

Vice Chairman: Lee Ryan

President: Gail R. Schubert

Secretary: Roy Ashenfelter

Treasurer: Tim Towarak

Assistant Secretary: Eugene Asicksik

Assistant Treasurer: Ella Anagick

BSNC thanks outgoing Director Fred N. Sagoonick for his longstanding 

service to the Corporation as a board member.

Alaska Business 

Monthly announced 

BSNC as #10 of the 

Top 49 Alaska-owned 

business as ranked 

by their 2016 gross 

revenues! Here is 

a history of BSNC’s 

previous rankings 

since 2010:

2016: #11

2015: #12

2014: #14

2013: #17

2012: #17

2011: #18

2010: #21

BSNC MAKES TOP TEN  

ON TOP 49ER LIST

BSNC ANNOUNCES  
2017 SHAREHOLDER  
DIVIDEND DISTRIBUTION
The BSNC Board of Directors has declared a record-high dividend 

of $3.75 per share to be issued in December. A BSNC shareholder 

who owns 100 shares of stock will receive a dividend of $375. The 

total 2017 distribution will be approximately $2.4 million to BSNC’s 

shareholders of record. Since 1972, BSNC has distributed $17.9 

million in regular dividends.

There are many benefits that come with being a BSNC shareholder or 

descendant, including eligibility to receive scholarships from the Bering 

Straits Foundation and hire preference for qualified shareholders, 

descendants and shareholder spouses. In addition to these benefits, 

BSNC provides Shareholder Bereavement Assistance in the amount of 

$1,500 to help defray the cost of funeral expenses for an original BSNC 

shareholder, a lineal descendent of an original BSNC shareholder, or the 

spouse of a living original BSNC shareholder.

“BSNC is pleased to fulfill its pledge to return tangible benefits to its 

shareholders and descendants,” said BSNC Board Chairman Henry 

Ivanoff. “This dividend comes on the heels of continued growth. BSNC 

is thankful for the support we have received from our shareholders.”

BSNC invites shareholders and descendant to its Open House and 

Holiday Bazaar taking place on Thursday, Nov. 30 from 5-7:30 p.m. 

at 3301 C Street. The Open House and Holiday Bazaar will feature 

refreshments as well as arts and crafts tables by BSNC shareholders 

and descendants. 

BSNC occupies the 3rd and 4th floors of the Calais II building. BSNC’s new Anchorage office is 
located at 3301 C Street, Suite 400, Anchorage, AK 99503.
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I hope everyone had a successful 

summer fishing, hunting, and 

harvesting berries and greens in 

preparation for winter. The summer 

flew by and as we head into the winter 

months, we will be able to enjoy the 

fruits of our labors.  Our Region is 

blessed to have many subsistence 

resources close to our villages, 

and I am proud that our youth have 

continued the centuries-old practice of 

sharing our resources with Elders and 

other households, both in the village 

and in urban Alaska. That has been 

the stronghold of our survival for many, 

many generations.  

This year, the BSNC Board of Directors declared a record-high dividend of 

$3.75 per share to be issued in December. The Board also voted to declare 

a one-time special Elder dividend distribution of $750, an increase of $250 

more than the 2016 special Elder distribution. We have been fortunate that 

our business development and support staff have had success in securing 

both government and commercial work, which has allowed us to focus on 

shareholder hire and development, hire and retain top quality employees, 

and increase the benefits we provide to our shareholders and Region.  

Because of our efforts, Alaska Business Monthly announced BSNC as #10 

of the Top 49 Alaska-owned business as ranked by 2016 gross revenues.  

During the 2017 Annual Meeting in Nome on Oct. 7, BSNC honored the 

lifelong efforts of Arthur “Guy” Martin to preserve and promote the rich 

cultural and historical resources of our Region.  It was with great sadness 

that we learned of Guy’s passing on the evening of the Annual Meeting. On 

behalf of BSNC and our Board of Directors, I extend sincere condolences to 

Guy’s loved ones. During various points in his career, Guy worked for BSNC, 

Kawerak, Inc., Nome Eskimo Community and Sitnasuak Native Corporation. 

He was active in the community and served on many boards. Guy was a 

great believer in the power of persistence, even in the face of setbacks, 

and he worked tirelessly to see that our Region’s traditional knowledge is 

continued and respected.  

The 2017 Annual Meeting in Nome was well attended. Shareholders voted 

on the election of five board directors. Incumbents Henry Ivanoff Sr., Robert 

K. Evans, Roy C. Ashenfelter and Homer E. Hoogendorn were reelected and 

Deborah Atuk was newly elected to the Board. I thank outgoing Director Fred 

N. Sagoonick for his longstanding service as a board member. 

BSNC recognizes the importance of uplifting our youth and young adults 

who represent the next generation of leaders. This year, BSNC honored 

Fisher Dill of Unalakleet and Corey Ningeulook of Shishmaref with the Young 

Providers Award at the Annual Meeting. The BSNC Board of Directors chose 

to posthumously honor Norbert Kakaruk, a Qawiaramiut Elder from Mary’s 

Igloo through presentation of this year’s awards. I am proud that our youth 

demonstrate a dedication to the Region and their respective communities, 

family and culture. I was pleased to see that BSNC’s 2016 Young Provider, 

Christian Agragiiq Apassingok of Gambell, gave the youth keynote address 

during the 34th Annual Elders and Youth Conference in Anchorage. As you 

may know, Christian faced backlash from online bullies after harvesting his 

first bowhead whale last spring. I commend Christian for providing for his 

community and standing up for our people and way of life. His message to 

continue our traditional subsistence activities while facing opposition was 

powerful and inspiring.

BSNC’s 2017 Summer Internship Program was a success and provided 

eight interns the opportunity to gain valuable work experience and skills 

in Nome and Anchorage. Interns participated in trainings and workshops 

which included leadership skills, public speaking, the Alaska Native Claims 

Settlement Act, policy issues that affect Alaska Native people, cultural 

awareness, business structure, Arctic matters, personal finance and 

networking opportunities.  Several of our past interns have transitioned to 

full-time employment with BSNC and other ANCSA corporations.  

During this year’s Alaska Federation of Natives Convention, you may have 

been approached by signature-gatherers asking for you to sign a petition 

that claims to “Stand for Salmon.” In July, the ANCSA Regional Association 

voted unanimously to oppose this controversial initiative. If the initiative is 

passed and later becomes law, it may prevent Alaska Native Corporations 

from developing the lands and resources that were conveyed under ANCSA, 

and negatively affect our ability to create a sustainable socioeconomic 

future for our people. It could also delay or deny infrastructure improvement 

projects and economic development projects on Village lands. We urge you 

to carefully consider whether you should support this initiative, and for the 

reasons stated above, recommend a no vote if it is included on the ballot.   

Earlier this fall, BSNC’s Anchorage office moved to the third and fourth floors 

of the Calais II building located at 3301 C Street, Suite 400. To welcome 

shareholders and business associates to the new location, BSNC will host 

an Open House and Holiday Bazaar on Thursday, Nov. 30 from 5-7:30 p.m. I 

hope to see many of you there. 

Heading into 2018, we look forward to continuing the growth and 

diversification of BSNC. I hope that everyone has a happy and safe holiday 

season. Quyaana for your continued support of and involvement in BSNC.

Gail R. Schubert

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO
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HISTORICAL SPOTLIGHT: COVENANT HIGH SCHOOL
For 31 years, Unalakleet was home to a number of students attending 

Covenant High School, a Christian boarding school for Western Alaskan 

students. Founded in 1954 by Maynard D. Londborg with support from the 

Territory of Alaska and under the direction of the Covenant Missionary Council 

of Alaska, Unalakleet’s Covenant High made a profound impact in Alaska. 

The school’s four statements of purpose included:  To provide a good 

secondary education for the promising young people of Unalakleet and 

surrounding Covenant villages; To aid in the building of an indigenous 

church through the training of our young people; To build a student body 

which will give a fertile and productive field from which to choose future 

native pastors; To provide a sound basis for the spiritual and social life of 

the adolescents of our field.

At its peak, Covenant High housed anywhere from 40 students to more 

than 100 students. During this time, the high school found much success 

in academics, sports, choir and building strong social ties among young 

people of Western Alaska. The school closed in 1985 due to rapid 

changes in rural education following the Tobeluk vs. Lind “Molly Hootch” 

case as well as other factors.

A total of 375 students graduated from Covenant High. Many of those 

students became teachers, doctors, lawyers, mechanics, executives, pilots 

and mayors. To many, Covenant High was more than just a boarding school; 

it was a community, a gathering place and a place that made a lasting 

impact on the region and its people. The school left a legacy in Alaska that is 

expressed through the lives of its many alumni.

References
BSNC shareholder Ivanoff, Curtis: “Covenant High School: Its Beginning and Ending in the Context of Alaska Education.” North Park Theological Seminary, Ill.
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BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION

ALASKA STATUTE 13.16.705(b) WILL

ALASKA NATIVE CLAIMS SET TLEMENT ACT OF 1971

I, _______________________________________________________________, having attained the age of eighteen (18) years and being of sound mind, and solely 
for the purposes of AS 13.16.705(b) and ANCSA of 1971, Sec. 7(h)(2), freely and voluntarily execute this will and hereby devise and bequeath my shares of stock in 
Bering Straits Native Corporation and _______________________________________________________village corporation to:

 

This will revokes any bequest of the stock, described above, in any previously existing will or codicil. If I now own more shares than I have bequeathed above, I direct 
that the remaining shares shall be split pro rata among the persons named above. BSNC recommends that all existing fractional shares of stock be given to one person, 
and that existing whole shares be given as whole shares and not split into fractional shares.

This instrument shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Alaska.

Name Current Address % of Shares

Dated at _______________________________, __________________________, 

this ______day of ________, 20____.

Signature of Testator________________________________________________

I, being first sworn, declare that the testator signs and executes this instrument as 

his/her last will and that he/she signs it willingly, and I sign this will as witness of 

the testator’s signing, and that to the best of my knowledge the testator is 18 years 

or older, of sound mind, and under no constraint or undue influence.

State of: __________________________
County of: ________________________(or ______________Judicial District)

Subscribed, sworn to and acknowledged before me by 
_______________________________________________________________,

the testator, this ______ day of ______________, 20_____

Notary Public or Postmaster ________________________________________
In and for the State of _______________

City State

Name of village

Mail completed form to: 

Bering Straits Native Corporation 
P.O. Box 1008 

Nome, Alaska 99762

Are you receiving important mailings from BSNC, including newsletters and dividends? It is important that shareholders keep their mailing address up-to-date. 
Visit http://beringstraits.com/shareholders/forms/address_name_change.pdf to update your address today or use the form below.

SHAREHOLDER ADDRESSES NEEDED

Mail completed form to: 

Bering Straits Native Corporation 
P.O. Box 1008 

Nome, Alaska 99762

You may also call our Nome or Anchorage 

offices at (907) 443-5252 or (907) 563-3788 or 

email us at shareholders@beringstraits.com.

SHAREHOLDER NAME AND ADDRESS CHANGE FORM
BSNC shareholders should update the Shareholder Records Department directly in writing anytime their mailing 
address or name changes. Address changes for shareholders under the age of 18 must be signed by the minor’s 
custodian. Mail in this form or send a signed letter with your social security number, date of birth and new address to:

Print name: ____________________________________________________________________________

New mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________________ State: ___________ ZIP: ___________

Social security number: ___________________________________ Date of birth: ____________________

Contact phone number: __________________________________________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________________________

(If applicable)  

I am also a custodian for: _________________________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________________________________________________

For name changes, BSNC requires that you attach a 
legal document with your new name, such as a copy 
of a court record, valid government ID, marriage 
certificate or divorce decree.

New name: _________________________________

Former name:_______________________________

Social security number:________________________

Date of birth:________________________________

Signature:__________________________________

Date:______________________________________

BERNICE ADA ADAMS
LANGFORD ADAMS
MELISSA ADOLPH
STEVEN GILBERT AGIBINIK
HERBERT JOHN ALUSKA
SARA AMAKTOOLIK
SHARON AMAKTOOLIK
WILLIAM PETER ANALOAK
DEREK PETER ANARUK
WAYNE B. ANASOGAK
THERESA KAY ANDERSON
NORMA VIRGINIA ANDREWS
STEVEN DAVID ANOWLIC
CYNTHIA ANN ANSETH
PENELOPE LOUISE ARCA
WILLIAM DONALD ARCA
THOMAS EDWARD ARMSTRONG
CRISTA LYNN ARNOLD
DENISE ASHENFELTER
DIANE LALITA MARI ATCHISON
MICHELLE MAMIE AUKON
JOHN DANIEL JAMES BAILEY
THOMAS JAMES BALFE
DAEVIN BARNES
JAMES ZEINERT BARRER
ENGENIA TERESA BENTLEY
JERRY DEAN BERNHARDT
RONALD DEAN BLANKENSHIP
DAVID MICHAEL BLANNING
CHELSEA ROSE BORKOWSKI
CRYSTAL ANN BRADY
MABEL BROWN
MELVIN ALEX BROWN
RONALD MENADELOOK BROWN
ROY EDWARD BEN BROWN
ALLISON BUCHHOLZ
MARY BUCK
TROY JAMES BURNS
MARLENE ANN CANNON
JANET L. CARLISLE
ELIZABETH CARLO
OLAV G. CARLSON
WANDA JACQUELINE CARLSON
JAMES E. CAROON
KRISTIE EMMA CAROON
CHELSEY ANN CASSIDY
MICHAEL JOHN CLARK
GEORGE STEVENS COFFEY
BARBARA RENE’ COLE
ROBERT NORMAN COLE
BOBBY COLLINS

MICHAEL JAMES COOPER
NOREENE LOIS COOPER
RYAN COOPER
BOBBI ANN CRAUN
DIANE LEE DAL BELLO
KIMBERLY DALILAK
ALAN T. DAVIS
TONY JOHN DESARRO
CHRISTOPHER ROBERT 
 DICKSON
SCOTT DIXON
DEGEE A. DOBSON
RAYMOND CLYDE DOUGLAS
SHELLEY R. DUDLEY
JOHN DAVID EAGLE
OWEN FRANCIS EBEN
JONATHAN ELACHIK
WARREN ELACHIK
FREDERICK EARL ERNAK
CHRISTOPHER LEE EUBANKS
CARLA JUNE EVANS
STEPHANIE HAZEL EVANS
JAMIE LEE FIELDS
CANDICE FILKINS
JOSHUA R. L. FIREY
CARMEN MARIE FISHER
JOHN M. FRATIS
ANTHONY LANE FRY
RANDY LEE FUGATT
BRIAN MATTHEW GALLAGHER
ADAM S. GARMAN
KEVIN RAY GARRIS
LYNETTE R. GAY
MABEL GEARY
JON PAYENNA GERTON
LAURA ANN GIFFIN
CAROL JEAN GILL
MYLES GONANGNAN
JAKOB W. GONANGNAN 
 MELGREEN
ADAM I. GOODMAN
JEFFERY EUGENE GRANT
KATELYNN ROSE GRAY
GERALD ANTHONY GREEN
WILLIAM JOSEPH GREENE
ALLISON L. GREENE-WHITE 
 BUFFALO
VERA ANN GREGORY
WANDA MAE GUMP
KELLEY JOE HAMMOND
LYDIA ANN HANCOCK

STEVEN LEE HANSEN
JAY LEE HARRIS
VICTOR CHARLES HARVEY
SHAWNTE’ TONI HAUGAN
TYLER J. HAWK
MARGIE OYAKAMEOU 
 HEAVENER
EVELYN HENDRICKSON
PATRICK S. HENRY
MAXINE O. HOFFMAN
VANESSA HOLDER
SUSANNA KATHERYN HORN
BRENT WILLIAM HUFFER
THOMAS LEE HUFFMAN
PAULINE S. IMMINGAN
STEPHAN H. IVANOFF
CURTIS JAMES IYAPANA
HELEN IYAPANA
WALTER JOSEPH IYAPANA
WILLIAM OMYRUK IYAPANA
HAZEL NANCY JACK
THOMAS B. JAMES
TIMOTHY DAVID JAMES
FRANK RYAN JOHNSON
HENRY ALEXANDER JOHNSON
JEFFERY DAVID JOHNSON
JOHN BARNARD JOHNSON
HARLEY JOHNSTON
PETER DALLAS MENADELOOK 
 JORGENSEN
VIOLA VERA JOSEPH
FREDERICK KAKARUK
RONALD JAY KAKARUK
SADIE KAKARUK
HELEN D. KARMUN
JOHNATHAN K. KASGNOC
BRENT D. KATCHATAG
ROMALD K. KATEXAC
MILTON KAVAIRLOOK
JACK SPOTTED CROW KEECH
ROBERT THUNDER BEAR 
CALEB KEECH
JENNIFER KINNEY
FRANCIS KIRK
CRAIG KISSELL
HERBERT LANE KIYUTELLUK
WARREN A. KIYUTELLUK
MARY ALM KLOOS
VIRGINIA KNISELEY
MOLLY JOYCE KOENIG
KANDI KOSTENUK

COLLEEN HELEN KOUTCHAK
MARY ANN KOWALESKI
CLARK KOWCHEE
JEDIDIAH D. T. KOWCHEE
HARVY GEORGE KOWELUK
WILFRED J. KOZEVNIKOFF
PETULA ANN KUNNEMANN
ANTHONY KUNNUK
IZAAK Q. LAMBERT
BRIANNA MARIE LARSEN
ELIZABETH JANE LARSEN
FRANK DAVID LEE
JOYLYN LEONARD
MICHAEL LEONARD
GAIL LEWIS
MATHILDA LICK
HENRY LOCKWOOD
MICHAEL P. LOCKWOOD
RICHARD WAYNE LOCKWOOD
COLTEN L. LOWE
HENRY WAYNE LUKE
LORRAINE LUPSON
LORRI LUPSON
MARRIE LUPSON
RONNIE H KEITH LUPSON
THERESA MACDONALD
MICHAEL P. MALONE
KAREN GAY MANDERSCHEID
DAVID TODD MARTIN
COLETTE MARYNOWSKI
KENNETH MARYNOWSKI
MARIAN MARYNOWSKI
MARY ANNE MASTERSON
NELLIE L. MAYER
JOEL A. MAYOKOK
ANTHONY PITOOKNUK 
 MAZONNA
SANDRA ANN MCCAFFERTY
THOMAS A. MCCOMAS
HEIDI A. MCCONNELL
WILLIAM DEAN MCCONNELL
HEATHER A. MERCADO
MARIE ANN MILLER
ANDREW MILLIGROCK
CYNTHIA MIXSOOKE
GARRY RAY MOGG
LUCY JEAN MOGG
KRISTINA MARYROSE MOONEY
HENRY A. MORGAN
JAMES F. MORGAN
LOWELL H. MORGAN

MARVIN L. MORGAN
VIRGIL H. MORGAN
FLORA ANN LUKE MORTON
FRED MOSQUITO
JOHNNY MOSQUITO
ROGER MOSQUITO
JASON MARC MOTO
ALMA MULLINS
TATAUQ H. MUMA
JONATHAN SHADOE MUNN
CHERYL ANN MURPHY
STEVEN CHARLES MURPHY
VANESSA MURPHY
LOUCILLE CATHERINE MURPHY 
 MCBRIDE
SHERRI ANN NASHOANAK
MARY JANE NAYOKPUK
CHARLES NEPHEW
PATRICIA J. NGUYEN
CHERLYN NICKOLI
ANNEMARIE NICOLAIDES
JOSEPH NORBERT
MICHAEL JOHN NORD
TRAVIS CONRAD NOYAKUK
MARTIN O’CONNOR
LEROY LITTLE OBNEY
SHEILA ARLENE ODINZOFF
ELSIE ROSE OKITKON
RYAN W. OKLEASIK
KELLEN C. OKPEALUK
KYLE WAYNE OKPEALUK
ARNOLD TERENCE OLANNA
GILBERT JAMES OLANNA
HELEN OLANNA
PENNY OLANNA
VICKI MARLENE OLIVER
SHIRLEY OLLOM
NANCY LYNN OLSEN
MICHAEL B. OLSON
RICHARD RAYMOND OMELAK
BILLY ONEAL
VIRGIL ONEAL
KATIE ONGTOWASRUK
DONALD M. OTTON
RANI N. OUDOMVILAY
TAMMIE J. OUTWATER-DAY
AMOS FRANK OXEREOK
CRYSTAL OYOUMICK
LORRAINE OZENNA
TEENA LISA OZENNA
RUTH EVELYN PACKO

IDA GAIL PANIPTCHUK
JAHOMITT PARKER
ALLEN N. A. PEARSON
THEODORE A. PECK
LAURA FRANCES C PEREZ
NANCY P.  PEREZ
LORI ANN PERRY
JUSTINA PETE
YVONNE PETE
JANET PHILLIPS
JESSIE MARIE PHILLIPS
JULIA MAY PICKUS
JENNIE LEE PILCHER
KRISTY ANN PUSHRUK
SHAWN PATRICK PUSHRUK
POLLYANNE REASNER
ADAM COYLE REDDAWAY
VIRGINIA HELEN REYNEK
ROBERT EARL REYNOLDS
JOHN S. RILEY
KELLY DAWN ROBERTS
PATRICK RYAN ROBINSON
REUBEN SAVOOK ROCK
MALONIA NANCY ROSE
JOSEPH M. E. SAAD
GEORGE MAYNARD SAGOONICK
ANNOKAZOOKA LAZYNA 
 SANCHEZ
MARGARET C. PATRICK SEGURA
ELGEN R. SHELDON
SASKYA L. SHIFFLETT
KATIE SIFUENTES
LEVI ALFRED SILAS
DAVID BILL SLOVICK
MICHAEL EDGAR SMALL
CHERIE ANN SMITH
STARLA RAE SMITH
WILLIAM LAURENCE SMITH
STEVEN SOLLICH
ELAZARETH H SOLSKI
COURTNEY ANN SOOKIAYAK
WALTER LEE SOOKIAYAK
ANTHONY CHARLES SOOLOOK
CHARLIE SOOLOOK
RANDALL JOSEPH SPENCER
CHRISTINE MICHELLE 
 STARLING
DENISE CHERYL STARR
JEANNE MARIE STEVE
JOCELYN TESTA
JASON LEE TETPON

JACKIE J. THOMPSON
CYNTHIA MARIE THRASHER
WAYNE JOHN TOBUK
KEVIN JOHN TOOTHAKER
DANIELLE SONDRA TOPKOK
WILFRED DEAN TOPKOK
ALLEN CLYDE TOSHAVIK
JEROME TRIGG
RACHELLE BRITTANY TURNER
RAYMOND ERNEST VALOIS
CHARLES VANN
CYNTHIA ANN WALKER
MARGARET WALLACE
ALYCE ANN WALLUK
MARY E. WALLUK
TOMMY MORRIS WALLUK
WILLIAM LEE WALLUK
JAMES MELVIN WALSER
AGNES L I WARD
MARTHA MARIE WASHINGTON
PRESTON WASHINGTON
JERILYNN BEAUNA QINUGANNA 
 WELLERT
SARAH MAUDE WESTON
SYLVESTER WETHINGTON
BRITTANY E. WEYIOUANNA
GEORGETTE MARIE WHITIS
GLEN D. WHITTAKER
EVELYN DELORIS WILSON
BRENDA ANN WRIGHT
LUCY LOUISE WRIGHT
ROBERT C. WRIGHT
EVELYN VERNA YEOMAN
THERESA ESCHOLT YOOL
MARY JILL YOUNG
PAUL T. YOUNG
JEFFREY SCOTT YOUNKINS
RICHARD ZACHRY
PATRICIA SUE ZIMMERMAN
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BSNC congratulates shareholder Franklin “Buddy” Okleasik Jr. of Nome who was awarded the 
Alaska Federation of Natives Parent of the Year. 

SHAREHOLDER NEWS

NOME STUDENTS  
VOLUNTEER AT PILGRIM

Pilgrim Hot Springs had many visitors during the 2017 season of 

agricultural activities and issued more than 250 visitor permits. 

Fifteen Nome students braved the warm weather and mosquitoes 

for a chance to learn techniques for growing and harvesting produce 

in the Arctic.

A day of appreciation for the students was hosted on site in mid-

September with a picnic and awards ceremony. After harvesting more 

produce, the students then enjoyed a well-deserved afternoon of 

relaxing in the hot springs.

Interested in visiting Pilgrim Hot Springs? Please visit the BSNC Land 

Department, the Aurora Inn Hotel, or the Nome Visitors’ Center to 

obtain a permit–prior to heading out to the Springs. The permits are 

valid for one year. There is currently no cost associated with the permit, 

but a permit is required of all visitors. Unaatuq, LLC would like to take 

this opportunity to thank people, in advance, for removing any of their 

trash and for taking good care of the property. For questions, please 

contact the BSNC Land Department at (907) 443-5252.

BSNC INTERNS LEARN HOW TO 

BUILD A SMOKEHOUSE FROM BSNC 

SHAREHOLDER MICHAEL THOMAS

BSNC’s 2017 Anchorage-based summer interns learned how to build a 

smokehouse with BSNC shareholder Michael Thomas, who graciously 

volunteered his time for the training. BSNC thanks Michael Thomas for 

sharing his knowledge with the next generation!

Since 2013, 30 interns have completed BSNC’s summer internship 

program. Of those interns, 15 were hired as full-time employees. BSNC 

hires 4-8 interns for its competitive Summer Internship Program each 

year. These are paid positions and employment takes place between May 

and August. Applicants must be a shareholder or shareholder descendant 

enrolled full-time in college or technical school and/or plan to attend in the 

fall. The minimum GPA requirement is 2.5.

The goals of BSNC’s internship program are:

•  To inform interns of ANCSA and to offer them an opportunity to learn 

more about BSNC.

•  To improve recruitment of high-quality shareholder and descendant job 

applicants.

•  To increase and improve BSNC’s visibility as an employer and corporation.

•  To offer an opportunity for interns to work in an environment that relates 

Alaska Native culture to a business model.

•  To offer interns an opportunity to gain experience in the workplace and 

earn income.

Mandatory training and workshops include orientation, leadership skills, 

public speaking, the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, policy issues 

that affect Alaska Native people, cultural awareness, speed mentoring, 

human resources tips, business structure, Arctic matters, personal 

finance, networking opportunities and reading assignments.

Recruitment for the 2018 Summer Internship Program will begin Jan. 2 

and the application deadline is March 30, 2018. For questions, please 

contact media@beringstraits.com or call (907) 334-8341.  

Learn more by visiting www.beringstraits.com/internship.

From left: BSNC shareholder Michael Thomas and interns Aaron Tolen, Tamaira Tocktoo, Ethan 
Moats, Patrick Czyz and Lynn Kinney.

SHAREHOLDER 
LYNN KINNEY 
HIRED AS 
PROPOSAL 
COORDINATOR

Lynn Kinney

BSNC is pleased to announce 

that former summer intern Lynn 

Kinney has been hired as a full-

time proposal coordinator in the 

Anchorage office. Kinney earned 

her Bachelor’s degree in Business 

Administration Management this 

year from the University of Alaska Anchorage.

“I highly recommend BSNC’s Summer Internship Program. This 

experience has opened many doors of opportunities and I am 

honored to learn from and walk amongst our corporate leaders. 

Now is my chance to give back. Thank you, BSNC!”
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BSNC REGION NEWS

NACTEC STUDENTS BUILD 

TRADITIONAL BERING SEA UMIAQ

BSNC is a proud supporter of the Northwestern Alaska Career and 

Technical Center (NACTEC) located in Nome. Maligiaq Padilla of 

Greenland and Cameron Okboak of Teller instructed five NACTEC 

students for three weeks on how to build a traditional Bering Sea umiaq 

with techniques that meld technical training and traditional knowledge. 

Cody Iya from White Mountain and Belinda Simpson from Elim also 

helped build the umiaq (pictured above). 

The 20-foot umiaq is made of mostly yellow cedar wood and has space 

for 10 people. Traditionally 24 feet long, this type of Bering Sea umiaq 

was specifically designed to endure the rough Arctic sea and was 

used by the people of Wales and Shishmaref as their main form of 

transportation and hunting activities.

The umiaq was unveiled at a ceremony that took place at the Katirvik 

Cultural Center on June 8. The facility exhibits the latest in circumpolar 

research, and provides a wide array of artifact conservation and cultural 

programming experiences for children, visitors and learners of all ages. 

“The umiaq frame represents us and the skin represents our culture,” 

said Maligiaq Padilla. “Without the skin or culture, we will sink.”

Governor Bill Walker signed House Bill 78 on Saturday, June 24, 2017, 

officially establishing the second Monday in October as Indigenous Peoples’ 

Day in Alaska. The bill was sponsored by Representative Dean Westlake 

(D-Kotzebue).

“Alaska’s Native Peoples are an integral part of the spiritual, cultural, 

political and historic fabric of what is now the Last Frontier,” Governor 

Walker said. “This official recognition is just one way we as a state can 

acknowledge and celebrate the contributions made by First Peoples 

throughout the history of this land. I’m incredibly honored to sign this 

legislation.”

Governor Walker signed HB 78 in Utqiagvik during the Nalukataq Whaling 

Festival. In 2015 and 2016, Governor Walker issued one-year observances 

for the second Monday in October to be Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

GOVERNOR WALKER SIGNS 

HB 78 ESTABLISHING 

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ DAY

The umiaq, constructed by NACTEC students, is on display at the Katirvik Cultural Center in Nome.

In 2010, the class action litigation initiated by key plaintiff Elouise Cobell 

against the Department of Interior (DOI) settled for $3.4 billion. Nov. 27, 2017 

is the final deadline for any class member or the heir of a class member to 

provide documentation so that payment can be made. Unfortunately, many 

class members of the Bering Strait region have yet to come forward, failed 

to keep their addresses current with the claims administrator and/or have 

passed away and their heirs have not presented a death certificate and/or 

the necessary documentation to substantiate the right to inherit settlement 

funds. Garden City Group, the claims administrator for the Cobell Settlement, 

must receive documentation from these individuals no later than Nov. 27, 

2017. Visit www.indiantrust.com for additional information and to search the 

Whereabouts Unknown list for your name or the names of your friends and 

relatives. All questions should be directed to the claims administrator by calling 

1-800-961-6109; emailing info@indiantrust.com; or sending correspondence to 

Indian Trust Settlement, P.O. Box 9577, Dublin, OH 43017-4877.

Class members of the Bering Strait region:

COBELL V. SALAZAR SETTLEMENT 

TRUST SEEKS MISSING CLAIMANTS

ABLOOGALOOK, MATRONA NELLIE 

ABOUCHUK, MARTHA A ESTATE

ABOUCHUK, PHILIP ESTATE

ACOMAN, WALTER WILLIE ESTATE

ADAMS, ALFRED R ESTATE

ADAMS, MARTHA 

ADAMS, RICHARD FRANK ESTATE

AHNANGNATOGUK, ALLEN ESTATE

AHWINONA, CARL M ESTATE

AHWINONA, JACOB ESTATE

AHWINONA, NORA A ESTATE

ALBERT, JOSEPH ANTHONY ESTATE

ALEXANDER, DARREN B ESTATE

ALLEN, TENA P ESTATE

ANAGICK, FLORENCE ROSE ESTATE

ANASOGAK, OSCAR DAVID ESTATE

ANDREWS, MATTHEW ESTATE

ANDREWS, ZITA ANN ESTATE

ANINGAYOU, REGINALD K 

ANUNGAZUK ESTATE, MARTHA KAGRUK

ASHENFELTER, ANNIE ESTATE

AUKONGAK, EVELYN M ESTATE

AUKONGAK, SIGFRIED ESTATE

AVESSUK, GENE ESTATE

BAHNKE, ROBERT STERLING 

BARR, DONNA L

BARR, KATHERINE ESTATE

BARR, THOMAS M ESTATE

BARTHOLOMEW, DOROTHY ESTATE

BAUMEL, MARION ESTATE

BEAVER, EBBA ARLENE ESTATE

BELL, DOROTHY 

BELL, ROBERT 

BRANDON, ANNIE C

BROWN, GLADYS

BUFFAS, EDNA C ESTATE

BURGH, ERNEST ESTATE

CARSON, JANE 

CHARLES, HAROLD GEORGE

CHARLES, MARY L ESTATE

CLEWIS, NELLIE O ESTATE

COOPER, ANDREW T

CRAIG, GERALDINE ESTATE

CUMMINS, MARGARET ELLEN ESTATE

DEAN, LUCY D ESTATE

DENNIS, FRANK E ESTATE

DEXTER, MARILYN ESTATE

DILL, LAURA J ESTATE

DONALD KEELICK ESTATE

DOUGLAS, DONALD

EAKON, ELLEN JENNIE SR ESTATE

EAKON, RAY ESTATE

EBEN, CLYDE J ESTATE

EBEN, WAYNE ESTATE

ELLSWORTH, LORENA SELMA

ESENITUK, ROBERT K ESTATE

ETAGEAK, ANNA ESTATE

EZUKAMEOW, FRED RONALD ESTATE

FOSTER, NEAL R ESTATE

GONANGNAN, COLLINS A ESTATE

GRAY, MAX C ESTATE

HALE, JUSTINA ESTATE

HAMMONS, VIRGINIA 

HANSEN, HENRIETTA ESTATE

HARDY, LLOYD FRANKLIN ESTATE

HARREL, ESTHER DORIS ESTATE

HARRY, VIRGINIA ESTATE

HATCH, DAWN M

HELTON, DORIS

HENRY, JOHN P ESTATE

HESS, CHRISTIFER 

HYKES, RUTH CAROL ESTATE

ISABELL, DOROTHY B

IVANOFF, ALMA Y ESTATE

IVANOFF, ALVIN S SR ESTATE

IVANOFF, KERMIT ESTATE

IVANOFF, PAUL ESTATE

IYAPANA, STURGIS MILLIE

IYATUNGUK, LABAN A ESTATE

IYATUNGUK, ROBERT ESTATE

JACK ANTHONY

JACK, LINDA LORETTA ESTATE

JACKSON, WANDA L ESTATE

JOHNSON, FRANK D 

JOHNSON, JOHN C ESTATE

JOHNSON, LEO PETER ESTATE

JOHNSON, MAMIE F ESTATE

JOHNSON, PAUL CHARLES 

JOHNSON, RITA KATHERINE 

JONES, ROSE M ESTATE

KARMUN, ETHEL

KATCHATAG, CLARENCE A ESTATE

KATCHATAG, FREDERICK A ESTATE

KATCHATAG, IRENE UNAL ESTATE

KATCHATAG, SHAUN C 

KATCHATAG, STANTON OSWALD ESTATE

KATCHEAK, BENEDICT L ESTATE

KATCHEAK, MINNIE ESTATE

KATCHEAK, PATRICK GORDON ESTATE

KATE, GLADYS VALDEZ

KATEXAC, FRANK ESTATE

KAVAIRLOOK, MILTON 

KEELICK, ARTHUR ESTATE

KENICK, ROY H 

KIMOKTOAK, EDWARD ESTATE

KIYUTELLUK, MARTHA A ESTATE

KOEZUNA, CHRISTOPHER T ESTATE

KOEZUNA, ROSE ESTATE

KOKOCHURUK, JOB N ESTATE

KOKULUK, JOHANNA IMELDA 

KOKULUK, JOHN B ESTATE

KOUTCHAK, JACK B ESTATE

KOWCHEE, FREDERICK PETER ESTATE

KOWCHEE, JOSEPH ALARUK ESTATE

KOYUK, ISAAC ISSAC R ESTATE

KRATT, MARION WILLUK ESTATE

KUGZRUK, DICK B 

KUGZRUK, FLOYD K ESTATE

KUGZRUK, JOHNNY K ESTATE

KUGZRUK, RODNEY V ESTATE

KUZUGUK, JENNIE ESTATE

LARSEN, SIGFRIED ESTATE

LEE, FLORA

LILLEY, SANFORD OTTEN

LINCOLN, CLAYTON ESTATE

LOCKWOOD, JAMES MICHEAL

LOCKWOOD, ROSINA A ESTATE

MALONEY, EDWARD HENRY ESTATE

MALONY, MAMIE I ESTATE

MARYONOWSKI, FREDA ESTATE

MATTHIAS, ROSE O ESTATE

MAYAC, EARL A ESTATE

MILLER, ALEXINE M ESTATE

MILLER, JAMES J ESTATE

MILLER, MARIE ANN 

MILLER, OLIVE ESTATE

MIXSOOKE, RAYMOND C C ESTATE

MOORE, STELLA R ESTATE

MOSES, ALFRED A ESTATE

MOSES, ERNEST SAMUEL ESTATE

MOSES, GABRIEL BILLY ESTATE

MOSES, GERTRUDE BESSIE ESTATE

MOSES, MAUDE ESTATE

MOSES, MICHAEL MURRAY

MOSES, OSWALD OSCAR ESTATE

MUKTOYUK, CECILIA A ESTATE

MUKTOYUK, EDWARD S ESTATE

MUNROE, LAURA ESTATE

NAKARAK, JOHNNY M ESTATE

NAKARAK, LIZZIE R ESTATE

NASHALOOK, LENORA HELEN ESTATE

NASSUK, ROGER VINCENT SR ESTATE

NERSHAK, CHARLIE JOHN ESTATE

NERSHAK, RICHARD 

NEWBREAST, ORPHA C ESTATE

NINGEALOOK, MARGIE MARJORIE ESTATE

NORBERT, GRACE JANE ESTATE

NOYAKUK, BUDDY K ESTATE

NOYAKUK, GILBERT ESTATE

NOYAKUK, PETER P ESTATE

NUGLENE, DOROTHY IRENE ESTATE

NUGLENE, ESTHER E ESTATE 

ODINZOFF, BRIAN C ESTATE

OKIE, LUCKY A ESTATE

OKLEASIK, AGNES ESTATE

OKPEALUK, FANNIE N ESTATE

OKSOKTARUK, PHILLIP ESTATE

OLANNA, JACOB A ESTATE

OLANNA, MARGARET ESTATE

OLSON, KATHERINE ESTATE

OQUILLUK ARNOLD ASARUK ESTATE

OQUILLUK, DAVID ESTATE

OQUILLUK, MARGARET ESTATE

OQUILLUK, RONALD ESTATE

OTTEN, ROGER VINCENT ESTATE

OTTEN, WINIFRED A ESTATE

OUMAUK, JAMES ESTATE

PANIPTCHUK, LENA BERTHA ESTATE

PAUWOK, FLORA B ESTATE

PAUWOK, RALPH J ESTATE

PENATAC, MARGARET E ESTATE

PETE, ALICE L ESTATE

PETE, DAISY CELINA

PETE, GEORGE GABRIEL ESTATE

PETE, LOUIS N ESTATE

PETE, MARIA ANGELA ESTATE

PETE, MARY ESTATE

PETE, XAVIER DOUGLAS ESTATE

PIERCE, DONALD W ESTATE

PULLOCK, THEODORE LAWRENCE ESTATE

PUNGUK, GEORGIANNA GEORGIANNE EST

PUSHRUK, PATRICK ESTATE

RHODES, MARJORIE H ESTATE

RIVERA, ANGEL RAFAEL ESTATE

ROCK, COLLEEN L 

RUTH B KOUTCHAK ESTATE

SAMBO, ESTHER ESTATE

SAVETILIK, CLARENCE E ESTATE

SCHAFFER, LEONA SHIRLEY 

SCOTT, STEPHEN DALE

SEEGANNA, BELLARMINE AYEK ESTATE

SEEGANNA, STELLA D ESTATE

SEEGANNA, THERESA V ESTATE

SEETOMONA, RODERICK ESTATE

SEETOT, MOLLY ESTATE

SHIELD, JARED ESTATE

SIMPSON, HARRIETTE AZGOOK ESTATE

SIPARY, CECELIA ESTHER ESTATE

SNOWBALL, TIMOTHY J ESTATE

SNYDER, CHARLOTTE M ESTATE

SOCKPEALUK, LUCY LENA ESTATE

SOOSUK, ALLEN V ESTATE

SOOSUK, GERALD LM ESTATE

SOXIE, ELLEN JENNIE ESTATE

STEVE, JULIA ESTATE

STRICKLAND, HENRY WILLIAM ESTATE

STRZELEWICZ, FELIX C 

THERESA, HEATHER KOYUK

THOMAS, LUCY J ESTATE

TOCKTOO, ROBERT ESTATE

TOCKTOO, STEPHEN EGULOOKVI ESTATE

TOM, BERNADETTE ESTATE

TOM, CLIFFORD H ESTATE

TOPKOK, WAYNE ESTATE

TOWARAK, CLARA B ESTATE

TOWARAK, GUERIE ANNA ESTATE

TRIGG, JEROME ESTATE

VIERA, WILLIAM J ESTATE

WASHINGTON, JOHN C ESTATE

WEATHERS, MAYRINE JANE ESTATE

WEYANNA, JONATHAN ESTATE

WEYAPUK, AMOS 

WEYIOUANNA, ALENE ESTATE

WEYIOUANNA, ALEX N ESTATE

WEYIOUANNA, FLORA ESTATE

WEYIOUANNA, IDA ESTATE

WEYIOUANNA, STEPHEN ESTATE

WILLOYA, MILTON J ESTATE

WILLOYA, SELMA K

WILLOYA, STEPHANIE MARIE 

WILSON, ADA GRACE
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BSNC NEWS

BSNC subsidiary Paragon Professional Services, LLC won an award to 

perform Land Spread Remediation Progress Monitoring at the Red Devil 

Mine in Alaska for the Bureau of Land Management. Paragon will be 

documenting the remediation progress of petroleum-contaminated soil 

at a facility located on the Kuskokwim River–approximately two miles 

upstream from Red Devil village. 

The BSNC Board of Directors voted on Aug. 10 to declare a one-time 

2017 special Elder dividend distribution of $750, an increase of $250 

more than the 2016 special Elder distribution. This special distribution 

will be paid to original BSNC shareholders who are 65 years of age or 

older on Nov. 30, 2017, the date of record. Checks will be mailed on 

or by Dec. 31, 2017. Since 1972, BSNC has distributed a total of $2.1 

million in Elder dividends.

“BSNC is honored to be able to give back to the Elders of our region who 

pass on cultural knowledge and contribute so much to our communities,” 

said BSNC Board Chairman Henry Ivanoff. “BSNC thanks each and every 

one of you.”

BSNC SUBSIDIARY AWARDED 

REMEDIATION MONITORING 

CONTRACT FOR BLM

BSNC DECLARES SPECIAL 

ELDERS’ DIVIDEND 

DISTRIBUTION

BERING STRAIT REGION 
ORGANIZATIONS 
COLLABORATE FOR AFN

The Bering Strait region booth at AFN was staffed by employees of BSNC, Kawerak, 
NSEDC and NSHC. From left is Ana Swanson, Danielle Slingsby, Niaomi Brunette, 
Miriam Aarons, Darlene Dewey, Teresa Martin and Nilson Mixsooke. 

Bering Straits Native Corporation, Kawerak, Inc., Norton Sound 

Economic Development Corporation and Norton Sound Health 

Corporation shared an informational booth at this year’s 2017 

Alaska Federation of Natives Convention. The 2017 Convention 

theme, “Strength In Unity: Leadership—Partnerships—Social 

Justice”, underlines the importance of a statewide unified 

approach to the many shared challenges and opportunities the 

Native community is facing this year.

grow YOur Career

beringstraits.com/careers

With more than 1,500 employees working 

on projects across the U.S. and globe, 

BSNC employees play an important role 

in helping BSNC fulfill its mission.

BSNC gives hiring, promotion, 

training and retention preference 

to BSNC shareholders, BSNC 

shareholder descendants and 

BSNC shareholder spouses, in 

that order.

For questions, please contact 

Human Resources via email 

at hr@beringstraits.com or via 

phone at (907) 563-3788. 

CHECK OUT THESE DESCENDANT BENEFITS:

 • Scholarships from the Bering Straits Foundation 

 • Hiring preference 

 • Summer Internship Program 

 • Recreational and subsistence land use 

 • Bereavement benefits 

 • Receive gift of shares from shareholders

DID YOU KNOW THAT BSNC DESCENDANTS RECEIVE 

MANY OF THE SAME BENEFITS AS SHAREHOLDERS? 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN GIFTING SHARES?

Please contact the BSNC Shareholder Department at P.O. Box 1008, Nome, AK 

99762 or call us at (907) 443-5252 or toll-free at 1-800-478-5079. You can also 

send an email to: shareholders@beringstraits.com

DESCENDANT BENEFITS  

AND gifting  SHARES
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SHAREHOLDER NEWS

BSNC is pleased to announce its sixth annual photo contest 

for BSNC shareholders, descendants and family members of 

shareholders. Each category will have three awards, and an 

overall grand prize will be awarded. Check out the great awards 

and be sure to share this with your family and friends! Please 

submit photos to media@beringstraits.com.

GRAND PRIZE: 25,000 ALASKA AIRLINES MILES 

1ST PLACE: $500 VISA GIFT CARD 

2ND PLACE:  $250 VISA GIFT CARD 

3RD PLACE:  BSNC JACKET and BSNC H2GO WATERBOTTLE 

CATEGORIES: 

• VILLAGE LIFE 

• SUBSISTENCE ACTIVITIES 

• SCENERY AND LANDSCAPE 

• HISTORICAL 

• CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

Rules: Photos should be taken of the BSNC region, or be 

about residents, history and culture of the region. Contestants 

must be shareholders or descendants/family members of 

shareholders. All photos submitted for this contest may be 

used in BSNC newsletters, Annual Reports, other printed 

material, web page or Facebook postings. The deadline is 

March 14. The winners will be announced on BSNC’s Facebook 

page March 16.

Only digital images will be accepted and they must be no 

smaller than 750k (.75 meg) or larger than 8MB. Photos must 

be accompanied by the photographer’s name and address, 

location where the photo was taken and should state which 

category the photo should be entered into. Submission of 

entries will serve as acknowledgment and acceptance of all 

contest rules.

BSNC PHOTO CONTEST

MONTHLY STOCK WILL 
DRAWING WINNERS

JULY Naythyn Scott

AUGUST Katherine Thiemeyer

SEPTEMBER Linda Jean Koenig

OCTOBER Lisa Haugen

35 valid stock will forms were turned in for the month 

of October. Mail in your updated stock will today and be 

entered into a drawing to win $200! Having a Stock Will on 

file with BSNC lets you decide who will inherit your stock 

after your death. If you pass away without a Stock Will, your 

stock will be distributed according to state law, and may 

be distributed to individuals you do not intend to benefit. 

Please visit beringstraits.com/shareholders/forms/ or call 

(907) 443-5252 to update your stock will today!

Mail in your updated stock will today and 

be entered into a drawing to win $200!

BSNC YOUNG PROVIDERS 

RECOGNIZED AT ANNUAL 

MEETING

BSNC announced the awardees of its 2017 Young Providers Award 

as Fisher Dill of Unalakleet and Corey Ningeulook of Shishmaref. The 

Young Providers Award honors young people from the BSNC region who 

contribute on a daily basis to the health and well-being of their families, 

communities and culture. Dill and Ningeulook were recognized at the 

2017 Annual Meeting of Shareholders on Oct. 7 in Nome, Alaska.

Fisher Dill is a provider throughout the year and spends a great deal 

of time outdoors in the Unalakleet countryside hunting, fishing and 

gathering subsistence foods for his family, community members and 

Elders. He learned how to hunt and fish from his late grandmother Janet 

Koutchak and his late great-grandfather Jack ‘Papa” Koutchak Sr. Dill 

honors their memories by respectfully continuing their traditions. Dill is 

a student council member, active volunteer at Unalakleet High School 

and an Alaska Federation of Natives Youth and Elders representative. 

Dill also owns his own award-winning photography business.  His 

photographic depictions of rural Alaska show traditional life in a positive 

light while supporting traditional cultural values and helping instill pride 

and confidence in his community.

Corey Ningeulook serves as a role model for his community of 

Shishmaref by engaging other youth in positive, healthy activities such 

as playing Eskimo baseball, traditional games and teaching other youth 

how to repair ATVs, snowmachines, motorcycles and build new bicycles. 

Ningeulook is an avid hunter and often shares his catch with Elders and 

families in Shishmaref who do not have subsistence hunters in their 

families. Ningeulook’s in-depth knowledge of ice conditions helped him 

and six other hunters get back to land safely after they were stranded in 

sea ice during a walrus hunting trip in July 2016.

This year’s awards are named in honor of the late Norbert Kakaruk, 

a Qawiaramiut Elder from Mary’s Igloo who passed away on Dec. 22, 

2013.  Born in a sod house, and three months premature, Norbert 

faced a number of physical obstacles as he grew up, spending time at 

Igloo and Pilgrim Hot Springs.  He lost his eyesight at a young age and 

attended trade school, becoming an excellent mechanic and carpenter. 

In recent decades he was recognized as a true culture bearer, and 

gave his time freely to anyone interested in Qawiaramiut history and 

culture. Norbert’s lifelong perseverance in the face of difficult challenges 

stands as a model for young and old alike. His traditional knowledge, 

generosity, and kindness will be remembered by all who were fortunate 

enough to know him.

The deadline for the spring 2018 Bering Straits Foundation (BSF) 

applications for degree seeking and vocational training students is 

Dec. 1, 2017. Did you know that you can now fill out the application 

online? Visit https://my-cache.org/. For questions, please email 

foundation@beringstraits.com. 

Make a tax-deductible donation to BSF when you shop on Amazon 

by signing up at www.smile.amazon.com/. AmazonSmile is a simple 

and automatic way for you to select a charity and show your support 

every time you shop, at no cost to you. You’ll find the exact same low 

prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a 

portion of the purchase price to BSF.

BERING STRAITS FOUNDATION 

APPLICATION DEADLINE
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COUNCIL NATIVE CORPORATION 

Ruth Bernhardt

GOLOVIN NATIVE CORPORATION 

Robert S. Amarok

KING ISLAND NATIVE CORPORATION 

Agatha Aluraq Kokuluk

SHISHMAREF NATIVE CORPORATION 

Vincent Jones Tocktoo, Sr.

SITNASUAK NATIVE CORPORATION 

Sadie J. Reddaway

ST. MICHAEL NATIVE CORPORATION 

Lawrence W. Abouchuk

TELLER NATIVE CORPORATION 

Rose C. Okbaok

WALES NATIVE CORPORATION 

Raymond Seetook, Sr.

WHITE MOUNTAIN NATIVE CORPORATION 

Thomas R. Brown, Jr.

BSNC HONORS ELDERS
BSNC honored Elders selected by their respective village corporations at its 2017 Annual Meeting held on Oct. 7 in Nome. Elders were 

recognized for their accomplishments in maintaining our traditional lifestyle and the determination to share their valuable knowledge with 

youth of the Bering Straits region.

Read the honored Elders’ bios at www.beringstraits.com/2017elders.

Thomas Brown and BSNC Board Member Eugene Asicksik. BSNC Board Member Eugene Asicksik presents Agatha Kokuluk 
an Elder of the Year Award.

BSNC President & CEO Gail R. Schubert hugs Elder Daniel K. 
Karmun Sr., 90, who was honored as the oldest male shareholder 
present at BSNC’s 2017 Annual Meeting in Nome.
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