
BSNC PROVIDES 

DESCENDANT BENEFITS

Did you know that BSNC descendants receive many of the same 

benefi ts as BSNC shareholders? Descendants are eligible to receive 

scholarships from the Bering Straits Foundation and qualifi ed job 

applicants are eligible for the same hiring preference offered to BSNC 

shareholders. Descendants who meet academic qualifi cations are 

eligible to participate in BSNC’s Summer Internship Program. Staff has 

grown the summer internship program into a competitive professional 

development program with training workshops on leadership skills, 

public speaking, the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, cultural 

awareness, policy issues that impact Alaska Native people, speed 

mentoring, professional writing, resume/HR tips and business 

structure.

Descendant use of BSNC’s lands for recreational and subsistence 

endeavors is allowed and encouraged. For any commercial activity Land 

Use Permits should be submitted to the BSNC Land and Resource 

Department. Please visit www.beringstraits.com/lands to learn more. 

In addition to these benefi ts, BSNC issues bereavement benefi ts 

provided to families to assist after the death of an original BSNC 

shareholder, spouse of an original BSNC shareholder, or lineal 

descendant of an original BSNC shareholder. 

Descendants encouraged to become involved

Summer 2015T H e  Ag LU KT U K

Continued on page 3...

b e r i n g  s T rA i T s  n AT i v e  c o r p o rAT i o n

BOARD INCREASES 

BEREAVEMENT ASSISTANCE

BSNC is pleased to announce that the Board of Directors recently 

voted to increase bereavement assistance from $500 to $1,000. 

The payment is provided to families for the death of an original BSNC 

shareholder, spouse of an original BSNC shareholder, or lineal descen-

dant of an original BSNC shareholder. The new payment is effective 

as of Feb. 27 for those individuals covered by the bereavement policy 

who pass away on or after Feb. 27. The benefi t may be applied for by 

a surviving family member either in the Nome or Anchorage offi ce.

A note about Stock Wills: some people fi nd it easy to think about 

wills, while others prefer to avoid the subject entirely. Having a Stock 

Will on fi le with BSNC lets you decide who will inherit your stock after 

your death. If you pass away without a Stock Will, your stock will be 

distributed according to state law, and may be distributed to indi-

viduals you do not intend to benefi t. To encourage shareholders to 

complete their Stock Wills, BSNC continues to have monthly drawings 

for those shareholders who submit a Stock Will, with a prize of $200. 

Visit beringstraits.com/shareholders/forms/ or call (907) 443-5252 

to update your stock will today.

Benefit helps defray funeral and burial costs

BSNC NOTICE OF ANNUAL 

MEETING OF SHAREHOLDERS

Voting shareholders who are at least 18 years of age and 

wish to run for one of the fi ve Board of Directors’ seats open 

for election are requested to send a letter of intent, including 

current address, telephone number and a resume listing 

qualifi cations to:  

Nominating Committee

Bering Straits Native Corporation

P.O. Box 1008, Nome, Alaska 99762

 
IMPORTANT: All letters of intent and resume must be 

postmarked by June 16, 2015.

Saturday, Oct. 3, 2015 

10 a.m., Nome, Alaska

Mini Convention Center, 102 River Street

BSNC descendant Brandi Oquilluk of Teller submitted this photo of Kyra Weyanna 
and Taylor Bloomstrand on a camping trip in the Imuruk Basin.
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This is a great time of year in our 

Region. The days are getting longer 

and warmer, the snow and ice are 

melting, and our hunters have begun 

harvesting the subsistence bounties 

that have sustained our way of life for 

thousands of years. There have been 

many recent posts on social media 

showing hunters returning home with 

their harvests of seals, walruses, and 

many different kinds of migratory birds. 

With the shore ice melting or being 

blown out to sea, herring will soon 

arrive, and the eggs they lay on kelp will 

be harvested and stored for future use. Migratory birds will also begin 

laying their eggs, and these too will be gathered and eaten. Salmon 

will be harvested and dried, smoked, jarred or frozen for the winter. As 

the summer progresses, salmonberries, blueberries, cranberries, and 

blackberries will be carefully gathered and frozen or made into jams for 

winter use. I am thankful for all that our lands and the seas provide us, 

and proud that we respect our traditional values by sharing our abundant 

subsistence harvests with our Elders and others.

The continuation of our subsistence way of life is central to BSNC’s 

mission: “To improve the quality of life of our people through economic 

development while protecting our land and preserving our culture 

and heritage.” These key components of our mission are important 

considerations when management and the board meet to plan and set 

goals for the future growth of BSNC. 

With our mission in mind, BSNC’s involvement in Arctic issues at the 

national and international levels continues to grow. The United States is 

an Arctic nation because of Alaska, and we will play a strategic role as 

Arctic development and shipping through Arctic waters increases. I was 

recently appointed to the Arctic Economic Council (AEC), an organization 

composed of business representatives from the eight Arctic nations. 

AEC was formed by the Arctic Council to foster business development 

in the Arctic, provide a business perspective to the Arctic Council, and 

facilitate circumpolar cooperation among the eight Arctic nations. The 

formation of the AEC at this time is critical, as the United States has 

just assumed the chairmanship of the Arctic Council. The U.S. State 

Department has stated that the focus of our nation’s chairmanship 

will be environmental stewardship, including protection of the marine 

environment, conservation of the rich Arctic biodiversity, improving 

conditions in Arctic communities and addressing the rapidly changing 

climate in the Arctic. 

Because of our strategic location in the Arctic, we continue to seek title 

under ANCSA to approximately 2, 000 acres of land at Port Clarence. 

Senator Murkowski and Congressman Young both recently introduced 

legislation in the Congress that would transfer land to BSNC, retain land 

by the federal government for current and future needs of the U.S. Coast 

Guard, and transfer land to the state of Alaska for its needs.

BSNC’s goals with Port Clarence are clear, both as a Native Corporation 

whose lines of business and whose shareholders rely on marine 

transportation in Northwest Alaska, and as an investor developing plans 

for port infrastructure, ship services, mining, and mining support in the 

Region. We support improvements to, and expansion of, the Nome port 

facilities in conjunction with development of the natural deep-water port 

and harbor at Port Clarence. Investment in Port Clarence infrastructure, 

in addition to Nome, will enable greater safety in the Region while 

supporting much needed economic development for the Region. Nome 

and Port Clarence are both vital to meeting the needs of residents, 

itinerant shippers, and resource development in Northwest Alaska.

We are proud to note that we have hired sixteen shareholders and 

descendants as Protected Species Observers (PSOs) as a part of 

Shell Oil’s offshore exploration and development. BSNC’s leadership 

recognizes that responsible offshore oil and gas development in 

Alaska’s Outer Continental Shelf will provide economic opportunities 

for our Region, as well as well-paying employment opportunities for 

shareholders and descendants. 

I hope everyone has a safe and fruitful Summer. 

Henry Ivanoff  

Chairman

Jason Evans 

Vice Chairman

Gail R. Schubert 

President & CEO

Roy Ashenfelter 

Secretary

Lee Ryan 

Assistant Secretary 

Clara Langton 

Treasurer

Percy Nayokpuk 

Assistant Treasurer

Eugene Asicksik 

Director

Robert (Bobby) Evans 

Director 

Neal W. Foster 

Director

Louie Green, Jr. 

Director

Homer E. Hoogendorn

Director

Steve Ivanoff  

Director

Fred Sagoonick 

Director

Tim Towarak 

Director

BSNc BOarD Of DirecTOrS

a MeSSage frOM THe PreSiDeNT & ceO

By Bering Straits Native Corporation President and CEO Gail R. Schubert

Most Alaskans have heard of the “three lucky Swedes” who found gold 

in Nome - the legend behind the gold rush of 1899. In 2000, Sitnasuak 

Elder and Sitnasuak Native Corporation Board Member Jacob Ahwinona 

told an often overlooked part of that story to a visiting children’s book 

writer, Jeff Kunkel. The three Swedes did not fi nd the gold on their own, 

they did so with the assistance of two young Eskimo boys, Constantine 

Uparazuck and Gabriel Adams. This story was passed on to Jacob 

Ahwinona by oral tradition; he is a direct descendent of Constantine 

Uparazuck. The Nome Beltz Native Youth Leadership Organization 

erected a large bronze statue to commemorate the two Eskimo     

boys in Nome’s Anvil City Square in 2010. 

HiSTOricaL SPOTLigHT: 

THe T WO eSkiMO BOYS MeeT 

THe THree LuckY SWeDeS
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sHAreHoLDer neWs

Nome headquarters are open during business hours for 

shareholders who wish to walk in to receive a shareholder ID 

card. Shareholder ID cards can be used to verify shareholder 

status. Proof of identity must be presented. Acceptable forms 

of identifi cation include a passport, driver’s license, military ID 

card or other current government issued ID. Shareholders not 

residing in Nome who wish to receive a shareholder ID card 

are asked to email shareholders@beringstraits.com.

SHAREHOLDER ID CARDS

41ST LONNIE O’CONNOR 

IDITAROD BASKETBALL 

CLASSIC RECAP 

3b e r i n g  s T rA i T s  n AT i v e  c o r p o rAT i o n

The 41st Lonnie O’Connor Iditarod Basketball Classic was held 

March 15 – 21 at the Nome Recreational Center. Thirty-four teams 

in fi ve divisions played during the week-long tournament. This year’s 

tournament was held in memory of Al Bond and Dean Pushruk.

Through his work at Anchorage Cold Storage (Odom Corporation), 

Al Bond was an important supporter of Iditarod activities and the 

Basketball Classic. He was instrumental in providing the t-shirts, 

trophies, medals and hosting the banquet. 

Dean Pushruk played in and volunteered for Iditarod Basketball from 

the early days. Over the years, it did not matter what he was asked 

to help out with. Whether it be coaching, keeping score, refereeing, 

running errands, fundraising, admissions, and concessions or 

cleaning up, Dean had a passion for promoting and was instrumental 

in starting elementary basketball in the region. 

Results:

DIVISION:  MEN’S OVER 35

1st Place:  Yellowfooters 

2nd Place:  Grumpy’s 

3rd Place:  Norton Sound Health Corporation

Wells Fargo/NSEDC Sportsmanship Award 

Honoring Al Bond: Yellowfooters 

DIVISION:  LADIES B

1st Place:  Fish River 

2nd Place:  Beah’s

3rd Place:  Kawerak

Wells Fargo/NSEDC Sportsmanship Award 

Honoring Beah Katongan: Fish River 

DIVISION:  MEN’S B

1st Place:  CWR 

2nd Place:  Fish River

3rd Place:  TUNDRATEE.COM

Wells Fargo/NSEDC Sportsmanship Award 

Honoring Dean Pushruk: Tundra Warriors 

DIVISION:  LADIES OPEN

1st Place:  CARQUEST 

2nd Place:  Gabe’s Gals

3rd Place:  Chukotka

Wells Fargo/NSEDC Sportsmanship Honoring 

Emily Lane: CNC Sherman

DIVISION:  MEN’S OPEN

1st Place:  Gabe’s Boys 

2nd Place:  CNC Sherman

3rd Place:  Golovin Beachcombers

Wells Fargo/NSEDC Sportsmanship Award 

Honoring Otis Hukill: Pt. Hope AJ’s

Teams and players represented Nome, White Mountain, Golovin, 

Unalakleet, Shishmaref, Savoonga, Gambell, Anchorage, Arizona, 

New Mexico, Colorado, Kotlik, Kotzebue and even Washington D.C.

The Iditarod Basketball Classic was started in honor of Lonnie 

O’Connor, who passed at the young age of 42 while serving as the 

president of BSNC.

Descendants can learn more and sign up to receive e-Newsletters by 

visiting www.beringstraits.com/shareholders/bsnc-descendants/.

Gifting stock to descendants

Under the 1991 Amendments to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 

Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), shareholders may give stock to a person 

who is their child, grandchild, great-grandchild, niece, nephew, brother 

or sister and who is also a Native or descendent of a Native. H.R. 

3157 “The Alaska Land Status Technical Corrections Act of 1992,” 

allows for gift of stock to siblings. The law defi nes a Native as a 

person who is at least one-fourth degree Alaska Indian, Eskimo 

or Aleut blood, or any combination; a descendant of a Native is a 

lineal descendant (child, grandchild, great-grandchild, etc.) of a Native 

or an adoptee of a Native or descendant of a Native is who is adopted 

before the age of 18. Once your gift is completed on the corporate 

books, the recipient of your shares will own and have all the stock 

rights for those shares, including the right to vote the shares at the 

shareholder meetings, to receive dividends and distributions on the 

shares, to bequeath the shares upon death, or to give the shares to a 

relative. Once gifting is completed, you will have no rights with respect 

to the shares you gave away.

If you are interested in the gifting process, please contact the BSNC 

Shareholder Department at P.O. Box 1008, Nome, AK 99762 or call us 

at (907) 443-5252 or toll-free at 1-800-478-5079.

Please note that if you are a shareholder of the village corporations 

of Sitnasuak (907) 443-2632, Unalakleet (907) 624-3411, Stebbins 

(907) 934-3281 or Shishmaref (907) 649-3751 and you wish to gift at 

the village level, you must contact the respective village corporation to 

request information and forms directly from them.

...Continued from page 1 BSNC Provides Descendant Benefi ts

Photo courtesy of Jolene Nanouk.



MONTHLY STOck WiLL 
DraWiNg WiNNerS

Mail in your updated stock will today and 

be entered into a drawing to win $200!

The Stock Will Drive provides a monthly drawing of $200. 

The Stock Will Drive is an incentive for shareholders to 

have a current Stock Will on file with BSNC, whether it is 

a first one or a revised one. Each month, BSNC will draw 

a lucky winner to receive $200 from those shareholders 

who have submitted a new or revised Stock Will during 

the previous month.

January - Andrew Kunayak, Nome

February - Mary Nicklie, Anchorage

March - Thomas Ahgupuk, Shishmaref

April - Eva B. Paniptchuk, Anchorage

BSNC is pleased to announce the winners of the 3rd annual 

photo contest. Thank you to all who submitted photos; there were 

many excellent entries. The grand prize winner of the iPad mini is  

Samuel Towarak who submitted a photo of “Lorena Paniptchuk’s 

dried fish hanging.” 

SUBSISTENCE

1st Brianne Gologergen - “Eggs” 

2nd Jolene Nanouk - “Boy Gathering Berries” 

3rd Wilfred Olanna - “Hunting on the Ice” 

HISTORICAL

1st Sophie Arthur - “Nelli Kigrook Forbes” 

2nd Jasmin George - “Dog mushing” 

 

SCENERY/ LANDSCAPE

1st Jasmin George - “Winter Gold Mining” 

2nd Jessie Huett - “Walk on Beach 

3rd Jasmin George - “Eskimo Dancing on Ice” 

 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES

1st Brianne Gologergen - “Men butchering a bowhead whale.”

2nd Brandi Oquilluk - “Baby Eskimo Dancing” 

3rd Heather Payenna - “Inupiaq Name” 

 

VILLAGE LIFE

1st Jolene Nanouk - “Riverboat” 

2nd Brandi Oquilluk - “Young Girl Climbing on Rocks.” 

3rd Holly Miowak Guise - “Visiting Benise” 
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BSNC descendant Sam Towarak of Unalakleet submitted the grand-prize-winning photo, “Lorena Paniptchuk’s dried fish hanging.”

WiNNerS OF THe 2015 
PHOTO cONTeST

The Lu Young Children’s Fund provides the necessary 

resources to the Native children of Alaska affected 

by hardships to succeed in life. Created in 2004, 

the Lu Young Children’s Fund helps Native children 

experiencing grief, provides assistance with metal 

health challenges, nurtures healthy child development, 

reduces the effects of trauma from temporary housing 

and helps children understand the effects of suicide 

and how to cope. To learn more about the Lu Young 

Children’s Fund, visit www.lycf.org

THe LU YOUNg 
cHiLDreN’S FUND



BeriNg STraiTS NaTiVe cOrPOraTiON

aLaSka STaTuTe 13.16.705(b) WiLL

aLaSka NaTiVe cLaiMS SeT TLeMeNT acT Of 1971

I, _______________________________________________________________, having attained the age of eighteen (18) years and being of sound mind, and solely 

for the purposes of AS 13.16.705(b) and ANCSA of 1971, Sec. 7(h)(2), freely and voluntarily execute this will and hereby devise and bequeath my shares of stock in 

Bering Straits Native Corporation and _______________________________________________________village corporation to:

Th is will revokes any bequest of the stock, described above, in any previously existing will or codicil. If I now own more shares than I have bequeathed above, I direct 

that the remaining shares shall be split pro rata among the persons named above. BSNC recommends that all existing fractional shares of stock be given to one person, 

and that existing whole shares be given as whole shares and not split into fractional shares.

Th is instrument shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Alaska.

Name Current Address % of Shares

Dated at _______________________________, __________________________,

this ______day of ________, 20____.

Signature of Testator________________________________________________

I, being fi rst sworn, declare that the testator signs and executes this instrument as 

his/her last will and that he/she signs it willingly, and I sign this will as witness of 

the testator’s signing, and that to the best of my knowledge the testator is 18 years 

or older, of sound mind, and under no constraint or undue infl uence.

State of: __________________________

County of: ________________________(or ______________Judicial District)

Subscribed, sworn to and acknowledged before me by

_______________________________________________________________,

the testator, this ______ day of ______________, 20_____

Notary Public or Postmaster ________________________________________

In and for the State of _______________

City State

Name of village

Mail completed form to:

Bering Straits Native Corporation
P.O. Box 1008

Nome, Alaska 99762

Are you receiving important mailings from BSNC, including newsletters and dividends? It is important that shareholders keep their mailing address up-to-date.       
Visit http://beringstraits.com/shareholders/forms/address_name_change.pdf to update your address today or use the form below.

MiSSiNg SHareHOLDer aDDreSSeS

Mail completed form to:

Bering Straits Native Corporation
P.O. Box 1008

Nome, Alaska 99762

You may also call our Nome or 
Anchorage offi  ces at (907) 443-5252 

or (907) 563-3788 or email us at 
shareholders@beringstraits.com.

SHareHOLDer NaMe aND aDDreSS cHaNge fOrM
BSNC shareholders should update the Shareholder Records Department directly in writing anytime their mailing 

address or name changes. Address changes for shareholders under the age of 18 must be signed by the minor’s 

custodian. Mail in this form or send a signed letter with your social security number, date of birth and new address to:

Print name: ____________________________________________________________________________

New mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________________ State: ___________ ZIP: ___________

Social security number: ___________________________________ Date of birth: ____________________

Contact phone number: __________________________________________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________________________

(If applicable) 

I am also a custodian for: _________________________________________________________________

Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________________________________________________

For name changes, BSNC requires that you attach a 
legal document with your new name, such as a copy 
of a court record, valid government ID, marriage
certifi cate or divorce decree.

New name: _________________________________

Former name:_______________________________

Social security number:________________________

Date of birth:________________________________

Signature:__________________________________

Date:______________________________________

VERONICA ROSALINE 

    ABOUCHUK

LANGFORD EDWARD ADAMS

ERNEST ARTHUR AILAK

MERCILEN AMAROK

SAM ANARUK

THERESA KAY ANDERSON

NATHAN ISAIAH ANUNGAZUK

CRISTA LYNN ARNOLD

LEROY ASHENFELTER

BEN ATTATAYUK

ROBERT JOSEPH ATTATAYUK

WILLIAM BARNES

JAMES ZEINERT BARRER

DEBRA BASHAM

ROBERT WILLIAM BECKER

KATHERINE BEEMAN

ASA R. BERGAMASCHI

SHANE E. BERGAMASCHI

CHRISTINE D. BERNALDO

DEBRA ANN BORCHARDT

PATRICIA BORDENELLI

WENDY GLORIANNA BRADLEY

CAROL JOANN BREWSTER

JOSHUA E. BRODERSON

LAMOYNE IRENE BROWN

ROY EDWARD BEN BROWN

MARY BUCK

LILLIAN THERESA BUFFAS

JOEL T. BUSWELL

DONNA MARIE CARLISLE

WANDA JACQUELINE  CARLSON

JAMES E. CAROON

KRISTIE EMMA CAROON

LORRAINE CHAPMAN

CHARLES WILLIAMS CHARLES

TERRY ANN CHILCOTE

GEORGE STEVENS COFFEY

ROBERT NORMAN COLE

BOBBY COLLINS

TONYA MICHELLE COTMAN

ETCHINE J. COUTEE

EDWARD MICHAEL COWGER

ELIZABETH LEONA CURRIER

DEGEE A. DOBSON

DALE VINCENT DOUGLAS

THOMAS JAMES DUKES

JONI MICHELLE EARP

OWEN FRANCIS EBEN

THOMAS ROY EGELAND

CAROL ANN EPPERLEY

FREDERICK EARL ERNAK

CARLA JUNE EVANS

GARY FORREST ßEVANS

JAMIE LEE FIELDS

JOSHUA R. L. FIREY

ANTHONY LANE FRY

KEVIN RAY GARRIS

JON PAYENNA GERTON

MYLES GONANGNAN

DAVID M. GRAHAM

JEFFERY EUGENE GRANT

GERALD ANTHONY GREEN

WILLIAM JOSEPH GREENE

LYDIA ANN HANCOCK

CHRISTINA MARIE HANSELL

STEVEN LEE HANSEN

SHERRI LAVERNE HARRIS

DARLENE RUTH HAWK

MARGIE OYAKAMEOU 

    HEAVENER

PATRICK FRANCIS HENRY

ALAN SAUL HUBBARD

THOMAS LEE HUFFMAN

JESSE A. HURST

GORDON STEPHAN IYA

HAZEL NANCY JACK

CATHERINE NATASHA 

    JACOBSON

TIMOTHY DAVID JAMES

LEANDRA JOHNSON

SCOTTINA JOHNSON

WILLIAM JASON JOHNSON

VIOLA VERA JOSEPH

ROBERT PETER KAKARUK

PEGGY LEE KANE

BRUCE A. KATCHATAG

VIRGIL AMOS KATCHATAG

JUSTIN L. KATCHEAK

ROMALD K. KATEXAC

MILTON KAVAIRLOOK

JUDITH LYNN KEEBLE

SARA MICHELLE JOY KEECH

FRED WARREN KEELICK

ARRON SPIKE KIMINOCK

JENNIFER KINNEY

FRANCIS KIRK

RUTH JANET KIYUTELLUK

TERESA MARIE KOMAKHUK

AL WAYNE KOONOOKA

KANDI KOSTENUK

BRIAN KOTONGAN

HEATHER THERESA KOYUK

CHERI CHRISTINE KREMPER

JUSTINA MABEL KUNAYAK

JOSEPH MARTIN KUNNUK

ELIZABETH M LARSON

DAVID MARCUS LAW

SHANNON M. LEAL

GAIL LEWIS

MATHILDA LICK

SHIRLEY ESTHER LIHS

HARRY DREWLETTE LILLEY

ADRIENNE DEANNA 

    LOCKWOOD

DAVID LEE LOCKWOOD

FLOYD B. LOCKWOOD

RICHARD WAYNE LOCKWOOD

MARY JEAN LONGLEY

KAREN LOPEZ

HENRY WAYNE LUKE

LORRAINE LUPSON

LORRI LUPSON

MARRIE LUPSON

RONNIE H. KEITH LUPSON

MICHELE LEIGH MAYO-KOK

MARIE D. MERITO

MARIE ANN MILLER

BENJAMIN CHARLES 

    MILLIGROCK

LORI ANN MOERBITZ

BILLIE WAIN MOORE

HENRY A. MORGAN

JAMES F. MORGAN

MARVIN L. MORGAN

VIRGIL H. MORGAN

ROBERT EDGAR MORSE

CHERYL ANN MURPHY

STEVEN CHARLES MURPHY

FLORENCE NELLIE NAKAK

LLOYD G. NAPOUK

BETTY FLORA NICHOLSON

JOHN OBRIEN

MARTIN O’CONNOR

SHEILA ARLENE ODINZOFF

ELSIE ROSE OKITKON

SIMON OKPEALUK #48744

ARCHIE OLANNA

GILBERT JAMES OLANNA

JENNIFER OLSON

RICHARD RAYMOND 

    OMELAK

PATRICK A. OMIAK

ROY MICHAEL ANTONY OMIAK

DAVID LAWRENCE OST

NICOLE RUTH OTTON

TAMMIE J. OUTWATER-DAY

AARON HANS PANEOK

OSWALD PANEOK

IDA GAIL PANIPTCHUK

JEREMIAH PETE

LINDA L. PHILLIPS

JULIA MAY PICKUS

RAPHEAL PIKONGANNA

STELLA POLARETZKE

SHAWN PATRICK PUSHRUK

CECELIA MARIE RAYMOND

ROBERT EARL REYNOLDS

LENA JUNE RIVERA

MARIELLE KATHRYN 

    RODRIGUE

YVONNE FRANCES ROSE

ANGELICA MARIE 

    RUIZ-RODRIGUEZ

DAWN MICHELLE SALESKY

ANNOKAZOOKA LAZYNA 

    SANCHEZ

CAROLYN SARREN

WALTER NORTON SAVETILIK

VIOLA SEETOMONA

LEVI ALFRED SILAS

KAYLE SIXKILLER

MICHAEL EDGAR 

    SMALL #B79596

STARLA RAE SMITH

WILLIAM LAURENCE SMITH

ELAZARETH H SOLSKI

KIRBY ALLEN SOOKIAYAK

ANTHONY CHARLES

    SOOLOOK

GRANT DALE SOOSUK

EDWARD MERLE LOWELL 

    SOXIE

HARRIET ELLEN SOXIE

ANNETTE CAROL SPIVEY

MARTIN T. STEVE

TIMMY STEVE

FRANCES MARTHA 

    STEVENSON

EMILY SELMA SUTTON

FLORA DORCAS SWAN

ANGEL DAWN TEAYOUMEAK

KAVIK WAYNE 

    THOMAS-STETTINGER

ELEANOR DARLENE 

    THOMPSON

BARBARA AURELIA 

    VALANZUELA

CHARLES VANN

MARGARET WALLACE

RHONDA WALLING

WILLIAM LEE WALLUK

JAMES MELVIN WALSER

FRANK T. WALUNGA

TIMOTHY P. WALUNGA

STACIA MARIE WARD

DONNA MICHELLE 

    WASHINGTON

MARTHA MARIE 

    WASHINGTON

PRESTON WASHINGTON

ANGELINE WASSILIE

LEESA JOAN WATSON

HENRY WHEELER

ALBERT K. WHITE

GEORGETTE MARIE WHITIS

PERRY ELI WILLIAMSON

STEFFANNITA MARIE 

    WILLOYA

LOLA WILSON

MARY JILL YOUNG
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For the 2014 - 2015 academic year, the Bering Straits Foundation 

(BSF) awarded a total of $234,643 in educational funding to BSNC 

shareholders and their descendants. Since its inception in 1994, BSF 

has provided more than $2 million to the Alaska Native shareholder 

benefi ciaries of BSNC to participate in post-secondary education. 

BSF ACCEPTS DONATIONS FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

Your gi�  benefi ts BSNC shareholders and descendants Are you interested in learning more about BSF scholarships or 

making a tax-deductible donation? Applications can be found at 

www.beringstraits.com under the Foundation tab. BSF encourages 

students to check online before each term to get the most up-to-date 

application. 

If you would like to send a monetary donation to BSF, please send 

a check addressed to the Bering Straits Foundation PO Box 1008 

Nome, AK 99762; donations can also be made via Wells Fargo 

account #8938527739.

Should you have any questions, please contact Marilyn Koezuna-Irelan 

by email at mkoezuna-irelan@beringstraits.com or by phone (907) 

443-4305 or Chrystie Salesky by email at csalesky@beringstraits.com 

or by phone at (907) 443-4316.

BSF sincerely appreciates your donation and support!

KAWERAK ANNOUNCES 

32ND ANNUAL RURAL

PROVIDERS’ CONFERENCE

Will take place in Nome June 1-4

Kawerak will hold a Rural Providers’ Conference 

June 1-4 in Nome, Alaska. The Rural Providers’ 

Conference is an annual gathering and cultural 

celebration designed by rural Alaskans who are 

substance abuse treatment providers, youth, Elders 

and family members interested in an opportunity to 

share information, address substance abuse and 

promote wellness. 

This year’s conference is held in conjunction with the 

Kawerak Regional Conference and will feature hands-

on cultural events, talking circles, workshops, keynote 

speakers and more! Each evening will be fi lled with 

Traditional Native Dancing, other entertainment and 

a potluck on Wednesday evening. Please bring a dish 

from your community to share. 

Participants can register at www.ruralcap.com. 

Please contact Barb Nickels at (907) 434-1833 or 

rc.coord@kawerak.org with any questions.

UPCOMING VILLAGE 

CORPORATION 

ANNUAL MEETINGS

White Mountain Native Corp. Annual Meeting 

Thursday, May 28, 1 p.m., White Mountain 

High School Gym

Contact: nr.advoc@kawerak.org

Sitnasuak Native Corp. Annual Meeting

Saturday, June 6, 10 a.m., 

Nome Elementary School

Contact: rneagle@snc.org

BSNC Chief Operating Offi  cer Krystal Nelson and Director Tim Towarak enjoy the sunshine while attending 
Shishmaref ’s Annual Meeting. As a function of the BSNC Board of Directors’ Shareholder Outreach Committee, 
members of BSNC’s executive team and the Board will be present at various village annual meetings on a rotating 
basis. BSNC President & CEO Gail Schubert, Director Bobby Evans, Vice President of Media and External Aff airs 
Matt Ganley, Vice President of Lands and Natural Resources Larry Pederson, Director Eugene Asicksik, Vice 
President of Lands and Natural Resources, Chief Financial Offi  cer Laura Edmondson, Vice President of Finance 
(Nome Operations) Jerald Brown, Special Executive Assistant Kimberly Gooden and Shareholder Technician 
Renee Parker were also in attendance.



bsnc neWs

BSNc iS HiriNg

BSNC, its subsidiaries, affi liates and joint ventures continue 

to actively seek to hire qualifi ed shareholders, descendants, 

shareholder spouses and Alaska Native people to fi ll 

available positions. In addition to career opportunities in 

Alaska, BSNC has open positions at locations across the 

United States. Learn more about joining BSNC’s team by 

visiting www.beringstraits.com/careers.

ViLLage Life STOrieS

Shareholders encouraged to submit stories 

BSNC has launched the Village Life Stories Project, an 

initiative to share the Bering Strait region’s rich cultural history. 

BSNC shareholders are invited to submit stories of personal 

experiences about growing up and life in the village to media@

beringstraits.com. Photos are not required but encouraged. 

Story entries must be accompanied by the author’s name, 

hometown and a story title. Selected stories will be shared on 

a BSNC web page and our Facebook page. Submit stories to 

media@beringstraits.com.

BSNc HireS aNDreW P. 
HaLL aS Vice PreSiDeNT 
aND geNeraL cOuNSeL

BSNC has hired Andrew P. Hall as its Vice President and 

General Counsel. Hall will oversee all legal matters of BSNC 

and its subsidiaries. Hall has 30 years of experience. He joins 

BSNC from CIRI, where he served as Sr. Director, Legal and 

Compliance Offi cer. Hall graduated cum laude with a Juris 

Doctorate from Seattle University School of Law in 1985. 

“I warmly welcome Andrew to BSNC’s executive team,” said 

Gail Schubert, BSNC President & CEO. “Andrew’s skills and 

many years of experience are a valuable addition to our Company 

and we look forward to benefi tting from his legal expertise.”

BSNc iNViTeS YOu TO 
SuBMiT eVeNTS fOr 
WeBSiTe caLeNDar

Did you know that BSNC has a calendar on its website of 

upcoming events? BSNC invites shareholders, descendants 

and BSNC-region community members to submit news of 

upcoming events of interest to media@beringstraits.com. 

Geothermal energy at Pilgrim Hot Springs could be harnessed to off set costly power.  

PiLgriM HOT SPriNgS: uNaaTuQ, LLc MOViNg fOrWarD 
WiTH iMPrOVeMeNT PLaNS

7b e r i n g  s T rA i T s  n AT i v e  c o r p o rAT i o n

In 2010, BSNC, Sitnasuak Native Corporation, Kawerak, Inc., NSEDC, 

and the village corporations from White Mountain, Teller and Mary’s 

Igloo came together and purchased Pilgrim Hot Springs. Together, they 

formed Unaatuq, LLC which owns the 320-acre parcel, located some 68 

miles from Nome.  Residents of the region have long used the Springs 

as a place to recreate and to soak in the geothermal waters.  

Over the past 4 years, Unaatuq, LLC and the Alaska Center for Energy 

and Power (ACEP) have worked toward identifying the source of the 

hot waters, and drilled a well in 2013 that can be used for generating 

power on-site and providing heat for the growing produce. BSNC is the 

managing member of Unaatuq, LLC and is now working with ACEP staff 

and independent contractors to develop a business and marketing plan 

for growing and distributing fresh produce throughout the Bering Straits 

region. We have also been working with a company that is evaluating 

the possibility of generating electricity from the geothermal heat and 

building a transmission line to Nome to further reduce that City’s 

dependence on diesel generated electricity.  

This summer and fall there will be a great deal of activity at the 

springs with soil studies being done, planning for greenhouse 

construction, improvements to the pools, and directional drilling to 

further characterize the subsurface geothermal resource. There will 

be a need for volunteers to assist in projects at the springs. For 

information on how to be considered as a volunteer, please send an 

email with a letter of interest to:  phsvolunteer@beringstraits.com.  

(Unaatuq, LLC is not able, at this time, to provide transportation 

costs to and from Nome for volunteers that live outside the region).
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BSF SEEKS ART AUCTION ITEMS

The Bering Straits Foundation (BSF) Board 

of Directors is pleased to announce that it 

will hold its annual Art Auction at 5:30 p.m. 

on Saturday, Oct. 10, at the Mini 

Convention Center in Nome. BSF is 

currently accepting art, handmade clothing 

items, jewelry, knitted goods and ulus for 

the auction. The proceeds will benefi t BSF’s 

goal to provide education and training 

opportunities for shareholders and 

descendants.

BSF asks that donation items be sent or 

delivered to the Bering Straits Foundation, 

PO Box 1008, Nome, AK 99762 or 

delivered in person to the Bering Straits 

Native Corporation headquarters on Front 

Street in Nome. Items may also be dropped 

off at the Anchorage offi ce located at 

4600 DeBarr Road, Suite 200. BSF kindly 

requests that donations be accompanied 

with artist’s biography and description of 

the art.

NOMINATIONS 

SOUGHT FOR YOUNG 

PROVIDERS AWARD
 

BSNC seeks nominations for the Young Providers 

Award, which honors young people from the 

BSNC region who contribute on a daily basis 

to the health and well-being of their families, 

communities and culture. These young people 

serve as positive examples and provide for their 

community in one or more of the following ways:

• He/she cares for family through subsistence ac-
tivities, Elder care, or mentoring of young people 

in traditional activities and values or education.

• He/she is involved in activities that benefi t 
the community such as suicide prevention 

programs, youth sports, and community well-

being and health.

 

The deadline is July 24, 2015. Nominations will 

be accepted from family members, tribal and 

corporation board members, school teachers and 

administrators, and other community members. 

Forms are available online at beringstraits.

com/young - providers and through your Village 

Corporation or tribal offi ce. Forms are also 

available by calling BSNC at 907.443.5252. 

Completed forms should be mailed to:  

Young Providers Award

BSNC Nome Headquarters

P.O. Box 1008 

110 Front Street, Suite 300

Nome, Alaska 99762  

Faxed to: 907.443.2985

Emailed to: kgooden@beringstraits.com


